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Membership

Numbers

Students, staff and graduates of Trinity College eligible to join the club. In the early
days membership was dominated by Biologists, maesihen the diversity has increased,
with staff, students and graduates from all figlulaing every year. The club currently
has the resources to take on 32 new trainees esmh Iy addition to this, divers who
have trained elsewhere, with various organisationgrious levels, can attend a number
of “crossover” lectures and pool sessions andrae signed up as BSAC club-divers.

In 2009 we had 110 members of which 49 are new reesnand 61 were renewing
members from years gone by. There are also a nuafilErople who are affiliated with
the club this year but are taking a year out froming due to financial constraints. They
take part in the non-diving activities of the club.

Snorkelling

We do not have any official “snorkelling membershigowever, over the years we have
had members prefer to snorkel rather than diverk&tiong skills are taught in the pool

and all members are encouraged to bring their ghorkith them on trips. On a trip to
Belmullet this year several of our members hadphelege of snorkelling with seals

while on lunch break from diving. Also this year one of our trips to Valentia a group
of very lucky divers were able to snorkel with bagksharks while on the way back in
from a dive on the club RIBs. Every year we holfinaswim to raise money for charity

were club members snorkel in to land from Dalkdgrd under the cover of our RIBs.
Also during our yearly picnic on Dalkey Island mesmdb regularly snorkel around the
island to meet the local seals and crustaceans.




Administration

Branch Organisation
Our AGM is held in April and it is then that our mbers vote in the committee for the
following year. The rules of the club are laid authe club constitution.

Subscriptions

Membership fees are broken down into subscriptioBUSAC (‘Air Money') and to the
BS-AC, which includes 3rd-party insurance. Everfoefis made to reduce costs for
student members. Students of all grades pay lomescsiptions than staff or graduates of
the same grade. This year we also successfullyegpfar a subsidy from DUCAC which
enabled us to refund all of our student membersdgiltheir fees. New trainees pay more
than experienced divers and instructors to coverctbsts of their training (pool rental,
logbooks etc). The club also recognises the cartich made by more advanced
members to the training of new members and theimgnof the club. The reduced
membership costs paid by more experienced diveosiges a small incentive for
members to achieve diver and instructor grades.

Student (€)Grad/Staff (€)
DUSAC 'air money'

Trainee / Crossover 140 195
Ocean / Club diver (OD / CD) 70 125
Sports diver (SD) 70 115
Dive leader (DL) 60 105
Advanced diver (AD) 35 90
First class diver (FCD) 0 75
National Instructor 0 0
BSAC membership

Trainee /OD/CD/SD /DL / ACB5 65
Club / Open Water instructor / ADB5 55
Advanced instructor / FCD 35 50
National instructor 35 40
Abated member 35 45



The Committee
The committee is made up of 11 members whose apéesutlined below.

Committee positions and their associated roles

Diving Officer (DO) - The DO takes responsibility for all club activitiekhey oversee
classroom, pool and open water training, are resptenfor the testing and grading of
club members and for open water diving activit@se of the biggest undertakings for
every DO is the organisation of the annual trairthg It is the job of the diving officer
to ensure that diving and safety standards aretaiagd at all times.

Training Officer (TO) - T he TO supervises all classroom, pool and open-vitiring
sessions. It is their responsibility to ensure thahiform system and standard of training
within the Club is maintained.

Chairman - The chairman chairs all committee meetings an@éspansible for the day-
to-day running of the Club. They are also jointgponsible together with the treasurer,
for the Club's financial affairs.

Secretary - The Secretary is responsible for all Club correslemce. It is their job to
arrange an agenda for the AGM and for any EGMsirtieat take place. They are also in
charge of putting together the quarterly news tgitilished by the Club.

Treasurer - The Treasurer ensures that concise accounts dCltit#s financial affairs
are kept. They are jointly responsible with the i@han for all Club finances and are
also responsible for all financial transactiongmitUCAC.

Ordinary Member - The role of the ordinary member is a flexible ofiasks vary from
providing shore cover during pool sessions to Imgpnove equipment around campus
and generally aiding other committee members iir thées.

Entertainments Officer - The Ents Officer organises all the clubs socia fumdraising
events as well as organising any games and thergbkts mn our various trips.

Membership Secretary -The Membership Secretary collects all membersags fand
forwards them to DUCAC and BSAC as appropriate.yTalso ensure that every ones
membership details and fees are up to date andaptpgat role in promoting the club to
prospective members

Equipment Officer (EO) - The EO must ensure that all Club equipment, baetgers
and compressors are maintained in good order atdClub equipment is provided for
both pool training and open water diving.

Assistant EO -The assistant EO helps the EO in their demandited r



Webmaster - It is the webmasters job to ensure that all infoion on the website is
accurate, accessible and up-to-date. They also mrakehanges to the website deemed
necessary by the committee.

Committee Profile
John Kenny — Ornithologist and tea enthusiast, Jsha qualified barrister, which

explains his penchant for large words and publeagmg. This also suits his position as
diving officer. John is an advanced diver and &stsadvanced instructor.

-

DO John and TO Laura relax.

Laura Mulhair - As training officer, Laura oversea#i diver training and ensure
standards are kept high. Not easy, since she igisielife saving champion. Laura is a
dive leader and open water instructor.

Daire O’'Brien — This is Daire’s second year

tinkering with equipment as he was the

assistant equipment officer last year and this
year's equipment officer. Daire is a sports

diver and joined the club in 2007.

Muriel Gallagher — As assistant equipment
officer, Muriel is poised to take the position
of equipment officer next year, ending the
long-standing male domination of this
position, much to the cheer of the female
contingent of the club. She is a newly
qualified dive leader and open water
instructor and is finishing her PhD in
biochemistry.




Julian Carroll — Julian joined the club as a graeueainee in
2006 and is the club chairman, meaning he is resplenfor

keeping committee meetings in order. Despite bemg
computer engineer, his main interest is in marifee He is a

dive leader and open water instructor.

Donata Dubber — Donata is from Germany and
crossed over as a CMAS diver. She is studying éor h
PhD in environmental science at the moment. Donata
has brought super German efficiency to the role of
membership secretary.

Tonya Madden — Tonya joined the club as a cross-ave
2008. As secretary she records meeting minutesern“o-
nonsense” way.

Rachel Lee — This is Rachel’'s second year as antarents
officer. She organises all sorts of social gatlgzifrom the
Dalkey Island Barbeque to the celebrated DUSAC qgralwl.
Rachel is a sports diver and joined the club in7200




Julia O’'Rourke — Julia joined the club in 2007 asrass-over.
She is also known as “SCUBA Barbie”, a nickname st been
observed to encourage. As treasurer, Julia de#saNifinancial
transactions with Dublin University Central AthletiCommittee
and manages the club’s finances.

Tim Walsh — Tim is a computer science graduateckimeans he’s well suited to the
position of web master. Tim maintains the club’dsite and managed its migration from
plain-old HTML to the very swish wiki it is today.

Paul Hickey — Known as “big red”, Paul is a spdalitger who
joined as a trainee in 2008 and is studying phaymide is the
ordinary member of our committee and is compilingr o
Heinke Trophy application

Ordinary member involvement

The existence of a committee is essential to theieit running of any club. However,
the committee cannot work in isolation. In DUSAQ,members are encouraged to get
involved with the running of their club. Some exdespof ordinary member participation
are outlined below. The list is by no means exheeist

Novice Trip: The novice trip in March is a huge endking, which caters for 60+ divers.
If the trip is to run smoothly, everyone must phib or her weight. Every year a club
member volunteers to cook for the week. Their relara free trip and wide smiles of
gratitude on the faces of 60 hungry divers! In 20@@riel Gallagher and Michelle
Conboy kept us all well fed. The returning sporitgeets cook the first nights meal and
from then on the trainees are put into a rosten eétch trainee cooking one breakfast and
one dinner. A compressing roster is also set upadnilainees spend some time filling
bottles under the supervision of the sports divExg&ry evening two sports divers, with
the help of an advanced diver, make a dive planaa@danarshals for the following day.
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Dive organisation: New members are encourageddanise dives with the support and
advice of more experienced members. In 2009, therityaof dives in Dublin bay were
organised by new members and a high proportiohetrips by ordinary members. This
summer we had a special incentive for new membererganise dives as any new
member who organised a dive got a free pint fomgelves and all on their dive in our
local pub, O’Neill’'s, on Monday nights.

Equipment maintenance: Maintaining over 30 sewivahg gear and 2 RIBs is a big job!
Club members are often called upon to help out.NAfe a varied group of members
with a multitude of different skills and as suchmalifferent members are called upon
from time to time to help out with different taskeople who have specific knowledge
through their job or extra training also pitch ilnemever necessary. So it's very much a
team effort, and we try to ensure that knowledgpassed on. This year wee set up a
number of specialised teams from among interestechimers who were given specific
pieces of equipment and shown how to maintain apair them. The two biggest of
these teams are the ones in charge of the compseansd the boat trailers. When it
comes to having boats and trailers serviced, avithra tow bar is a particularly valuable
asset to the club and so the club covers someeoéxpense for any member who adds
one to their car.

Training: Involvement of members in training isalito the survival of the club. Luckily,
there are many DUSAC members who are willing teegheir time to teaching trainees.
The club provides some incentives for people toobex active instructors, such as
reduced membership fees and reimbursement of caxgenses. However instructors
are generally spurred on by their own dedicatich lame of diving.



Information

The DUSAC notice board

In the early days, the notice board was the onlyn& means of communicating
information to club members. Notices appeared @ libard at the front gate of the
college and members had to check it regularly to iglormation about all diving
activities. However now that every body uses E-mailno longer have to rely on this
archaic means of communication! However, the ndbigard is still used for displaying
club photographs.

The DUSAC mailing list

Nowadays, all information regarding training angil activities is communicated via
e-mail. All new members are added to the club mailist, which is currently maintained
by Tim Walsh. There are several different mailirggsl for contacting different groups.
There is one for trainees to communicate all trgnielated information, one for the
committee and the main one which includes all chémbers.

The DUSAC web page

The web page which was recently completely refimdxlsby our web master Tim Walsh
provides mountains of information on every aspdativing from organising a dive to
our dive guide which is used by divers all acrastahd and the U.K. The web site also
contains a calendar of up and coming dives anduhent training schedule.

The DUSAC newsletter

The DUSAC newsletter was initiated in 2002 in aforfto improve communication
within the club, the newsletter is now sent via ainDetails of recent club activities and
diving trips are broadcast through the quarterlyvsietter. News of members and
exmembers, such as weddings and births, is alsuded. Many members have
expressed a great interest in the newsletter. Nemlmars feel that it helps them to feel
part of their club, and it is generally felt theahas improved club communications.

Promotion

At the start of every college year the club makdsigaeffort to recruit new members
during “Freshers’ Week”. This will be detailed ineger section. An open evening is held
for prospective members during which several currerembers talk about their
experiences and answer any questions people maydimwut the club. A slide show of
the previous years activities is also shown tocentine prospective members. Promotion
of the club appears to work very well and everyryba club is over-subscribed.
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Diver Training

The training season kicks off in October when tke rtrainees begin their ocean diver
lectures and pool sessions. This continues untirley and after this courses and
assessments for the sports diver, dive leader andnaed diver grades take place.
Details of classroom and water training are oudlimethe following sections.

Trainee pool sessions

Trainee pool sessions take place on Monday evenmyse pool at the Trinity Sports
Centre from late September until February. Thetspmntre kindly clears out the pool of
other users and allows us use of the pool for ahour slot between eight and ten in the
evening. Thanks to our good relationship with DUCAE are also permitted to store
most of our pool session gear in a room at the bathe pool greatly easing the logistics
nightmare that used to unfold before the pool wak.b

Trainees learning rescue skills

All club members with instructor training are encaged to get involved in pool training.
Divers with TIE and PIE qualifications instruct gms of 4-6 divers. Each instructor
works with an assistant instructor who has takennatructor training course and is
preparing for his/her TIE and PIE. Other membersowdo not have instructor
gualifications often help out with getting the gpsutogether, organising gear, acting as
shore cover during the lesson and anything eldenfeds to be done. This gives them an
opportunity to observe how training sessions areand prepares them for their own
instructor training. The training sessions are taolofun and always help to build the
social aspect of the club.

The annual training trip

After their pool training, the prospective oceanetls are eager to put their skills to use in
the open water. The purpose of the training trigwiallow them to do just that and to give
them the opportunity to complete their ocean daggessment dives. The venue for the
training trip is Kilkieran Bay in the west of Ireld. This is a sheltered dive site which
offers plenty of interesting dives within the 20&pth limit. This will be covered in more
detail in the expeditions section.

11



Advanced training

The club’s training activities are by no means oaier the trainee trip. For the rest of
the year the focus is on running lecture cours#, d&velopment and diver assessment
for more advanced divers. Training activities coaé throughout the year, although in
mid-summer recreational diving takes precedent.

Theory lessons

Ocean diver lectures take place on Monday niglus flate September until December.

Sports diver lectures are held on Mondays in Jagnaad February and are attended by
newly trained ocean divers and “crossover diveAs’.a college club, we have excellent

classroom facilities available to us within the wersity. Instructor members of every

level: from assistant to advanced instructor, ggblived in classroom teaching. BSAC

overheads outline the structure of each lectut@alih instructors are also encouraged to
use visual aids and to draw on their own diving ezignce. Trainees also receive

practical lessons on equipment.

As soon as the sports diver lecture course is cetepthe dive-leader and advanced diver
courses begin. These courses are run over sewaraings in a classroom provided by
the university. Evenings are also set-aside foisienr sessions and theory exams.

Courses

Every year DUSAC members have excellent opporemito develop their diving skills
and to achieve diver grades, and 2009 was no egoepliany skill development courses
are held within the club. Members are also encadatp attend external courses
organised by BSAC and other organisations. In 2DQBAC members participated in
six internally run skill development courses aslvasl two courses that were organised
externally.

Internal Courses Date
First Aid Course Jan
Practical Rescue Management Course Feb
Lifesaving Course Feb
Boat Handling Course Mar
Dive Planning and Management Course Mar
Boat Handling Course May
Oxygen Administration Course Nov
External Courses Date
Advanced Instructor Course May
Open Water Instructor Course Sep
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We were unlucky in that the Instructor FoundatiayuSe wasn’'t run in 2009 in Ireland,
however in January 2010 eight people, myself inetlyjcattended the IFC in Belfast and
have all attained the rank of assistant instrudtée. all look forward to putting our new
skills into practice during the next training seaso give back some of the experience
that we have gained.

Diver Grades
We currently have 35 trainees, 19 crossovers whobeiassigned a grade in the near

future once their experiences level has been as$és®st will be SD), 10 ocean divers,
19 sports divers, 15 dive leaders and 12 advanigedsd

OEREO0O@EDO

This year we had many people progress through @neus grades. We trained 21 new
ocean divers this year thanks to an incredibly essftl novice trip and a large number
of OD trips during the summer. We trained 11 newrtgpdivers due to very large
numbers of rescue tests run. We have 5 new divdeitsa2 new advanced divers and 2
new boat handlers.

Instructor Qualifications

The club has many highly qualified instructors, andre and more people are entering
and progressing up the instructor ladder every.year

Instructor Grade Number Acquired This Year
Assistant Diving Instructor 34 8
Assistant Open Water Instructof 10
Theory Instructor 5 2
Open Water Instructor 26 5
Advanced Instructor 9

13



Equipment

With such an impressive collection of gear comdsusy schedule of servicing! The 2
compressors are serviced every year, as well adrailers and regulators. Cylinders
undergo visual inspections every two years anchgdeaulically tested every five. All of
our gear is serviced and repaired by local profesds when it can’t be fixed by one of
us. Club members help out with towing of gearrid &om service locations. It is also
very handy to have a so many engineers in thewhédn something stops working!

Equipment Number
Regulators 31
Cylinders 36
Stabs 36
RIBs 2
Mobile Compressors 3
Fixed Electric Compressor 1
Box Trailer 1
Gas Blending Panel 1
Boat Trailer 2
Light Boards 2
Oxygen Administration Kits 2

Suits 15
Booties 18 pairs
Fins 13 pairs
Masks 11
Fixed VHF 2

Hand Held VHF 2

Fixed GPS 2
Depth Sounder 2

New Equipment

New Equipment to the club this year includes theepfrom last years BSAC club of the
year competition, 5 cylinders, 5 regulators andstebs. Also purchased and installed by
the club this year was the gas blending panel wisi¢tooked up to our fixed compressor
in club rooms. The panel now allows the many giegliffas blenders in the club to blend
both nitrox and tri-mix gases in house. This depsient is another way in which our
club has sought to make diving as cheap as poskibleur members. Gas blending
courses have been run in house this year as waisasctional sessions on the safe and
correct use of the mixing panel. This is also aeotivay in which we have tried to
encourage the technical divers in the club to staglved and indeed encourage other
members to get into technical diving.
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This year the committee identified the need foreavrengine for one of our RIBs.
Through considerable consultation with the Trinityist we have recently been given a
significant grant to allow us to purchase one. Alavith the grant several fund raising
events were held this year to bring in the reshefmoney need for the engine. We now
have enough for the engine and it is in the prooésging ordered.

Our assistant quipments officer with a fractiorof gear on the novice trip
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Diving Activities

Branch Dives

DUSAC diving activities are frequent and varied.rdighout the season, members of
every level can get involved in dives at a widegeanof locations. Divers of all grades are
also helped and encouraged to organise dives gsl Weekend and evening dives in
Dublin Bay are a regular occurrence. Sites arotmedirish coast are visited throughout
the season and foreign destinations are also eglbowever there were no foregin trips
this year. Although most of the diving activity acs during the summer, DUSAC dive
throughout the year. Members even brave the icwniit waters in December and
January, on the regular New Year’s trip.

In 2009 DUSAC conducted a total of 1635 dives idolg boat dives, shore dives and
shore dives. The dives were spread fairly eventpsacthe board with DL's, AD’s and

first class divers doing the most as they tookaut novices and OD'’s. In this chapter,
some of our members describe their experiencesgaingsing and participating in dives
with the club.
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Diving Calendar for 2009

Month Costal Off Shore Wreck
January The Allastor SD+
Kilkieran Bay OD+
February
March Novice trip all
April Dublin Bay all Easter trip SD+ Guide Me Il SD+
Dalkey Sound OD+ Muglins all Guide Me Il SD+
May St. John’s point all Muglins all Guide Me Il SD+
Dublin Bay all Ballinaskelligs SD+ HMS Vanguard DL+
Belfast Lough SD+
Dublin Bay all
Dublin Bay all
Dublin Bay all
June Dublin Bay all Maharees all Guide Me Il SD+
Dublin Bay OD+ HMS Vanguard DL+
Dublin Bay all Guide Me Il SD+
Dublin Bay OD+
July The Outfall OD+ Rathlin O’Beirne SD+ | Guide Me |l SD+
Dublin Bay all Muglins OD+ Meevagh SD+
Dalkey Sound OD+ Sligo all
Muglins all
Allihies OD+
August Kilkieran Bay OD+ Muglins all Malin DL+
Muglins all Malin AD+
Stags SD+
Muglins all
September Dublin Bay all Wexford SD+
The Outfall all
October Kilary Crossovers
November| St Johns Point SD+
December| Kilkieran Bay all Allastor OD+
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Dublin Bay Diving

Dublin Bay diving is perhaps one of the most unatexd experiences by the general
diving fraternity in Ireland. However, while DubliBay may not offer the 30-40m
visibility and majestic underwater scenery chanastie of the west of Ireland, it does
(under the right conditions) provide some of theshahallenging and enjoyable diving to
be found anywhere.

A large portion of DUSAC'’s diving is carried outtihe Dublin Bay area, as this is where
the club is based. During the six month stretcimfipril to October the club keeps two
of its RIBs permanently moored in Dun Laoghairebloar. This facilitates the arranging
of dives at short notice and removes the needrémge trailers and tow hooks every time
a dive is to be run. This is crucial in a club mageof students who do not have access to
cars. Also the presence of the DART public transplbows for one car to service four or
five divers, taking the gear while they make theay out to Dun Laoghaire by DART
from the Pearse St. station just off the back afijmas.

As the summer evenings stretch out diving movesi fsolely a weekend activity to an
all week one as the club starts to dive in the e For students and workers alike
skimming out over the waves of Dublin Bay beforephing overboard and drifting

through “The Sound” is an ideal way to unwind aethx after a tough day. Evening
dives are so enjoyable that the club has begunltbdawn dives as well, allowing divers
to get their “diving fix” before facing into a hadhy’s study/work.

They say all work and no play is bad for you, the bpposite is true too and DUSAC
tries to give something back for all the pleasteytget from Dublin Bay. Over the years

DUSAC has helped to carry out several sub-aquar@mwiental surveys as well as
helping out with various repairs and maintenanceks/around Dun Laoghaire harbour.

A tompot blennie peaks out from a crack
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Regular Dive Sites
Sandycove

Grade Trainee
Depth Up to 6 metres
When High Water

This is a small beach where Novices have oftenthat first taste of the open water.

Visibility is usually poor, particularly near théxare, and there isn't much marine life,
barring the odd starfish. However, Sandycove hsiseltered beach with a safe 6m depth
for training and assessed dives. It also providesca site for a night dive with many

octopi and cuttlefish.

The Outfall (The Lady's Stairs)

Grade Trainee
Depth 10 -12m
When High water slack

Just around the corner from Sandycove, the Oufaleached by a concrete walkway
running out to sea. Finning out from here, you fiad depths of 10 to 12 metres can be
found. The site is quite exposed to currents, smlshbe dived on slack water only.
Instead of the sandy bottom found in Sandycove otltéall features broken rocks and
crevices where crabs and lobsters hide. Some divave even seen congers lurking
amongst the rocks.
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Muglins

Dalkey Island with the Muglins Rock behind. Phd®adraig O'Flynn

Grade Ocean Diver
Depth 10 - 25 metres
When Slack: 1.5 hrs before HW, approx 1.25 houotsebr after LW

This is our most dived site in Dublin Bay. It is @wal rock (about 250m long) just north-
east of Dalkey Island. As with most Dublin Bay sjtehis site is subject to strong
currents and best dived at slack water. If theeruris strong try and stay close to the
rocks and stay shallow. However, just outside sl#c&n make for a nice drift dive if
the current is not too strong.

The rock drops to about 25m and is full of nooksl @nannies containing sponges,
anemones, crabs and lobsters (by the dozen), ceetgrgunnels, dogfish, every kind of
wrasse, bib, pollack, ling and plenty of sealsth south end, deeper down, you can find
anchors and other remains of shipwrecks. This taludive is often over looked but
offers some of the best dving on the east coastk dut for young seals coming to play
with divers in late July/August in particular.

Dalkey Sound

Grade Ocean Diver

Depth 20 metres

When Off slack/mid-tidal range

Dalkey Sound is the best choice when it is not jptesso dive on or near slack. The tide

can fly down between Dalkey Island and the mainiginthg a really exciting drift dive.
The bottom ranges in depth from around 10 to 2Geseind is mostly sand, with the odd
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rocky outcrop. You'll see lots of crabs and dogfesd in the summer the bottom is often
covered in a seething mass of brittlestars.

Wreck diving from Dun Laoghaire

Dublin Bay has long been a busy seaway, and husdreships have been wrecked over
the centuries. Some of the more recent ones diréastly intact, shallow enough for air
diving, and outside the shipping lanes. Some we diften; others we've not visited in
many a year.

Here is a short description of our two favourites.

SS Guide Me |l

Grade Experienced Sports Diver
Depth 33 - 38 metres
When 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW

The Guide Me Il is our most-dived wreck. It's neaDun Laoghaire (20-30 min), deep
enough for a challenge yet diveable on Nitrox, lyasided, and full of marine life.

For sports divers, the guide me is the Holy Giilis is one of the best, most challenging
and most enjoyable wreck dive Sports divers camdoublin Bay. While there should
be little difference in diving the Leinster witheitm being in similar depths, this is not the
case. Divers joke that the Guide Me is in some gbHhole its so dark down there. The
wreck is complete and is in great condition. Droygponto the upper deck you can head
off along the railings and the wreck is small erfodlgat you can circumnavigate the
whole wreck along the railings to safely arrive bb&@ the shot line without clocking up
huge amounts of deco. A really good torch is mastliis dive. There are lobsters and
crabs and plenty of fish, with shoals of whitingldsb hovering around the wheelhouse,
and many congers - especially in the scour pit.

HMS Vanguard

Grade Dive Leader
Depth 32-50 metres
When 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW

The Vanguard is a wonderful shipwreck. She is aYhadorian iron battleship, built at a
time of great innovation and experimentation insig design. She lies shallow enough
for experienced air divers to explore, and is ré@laly intact. All in all, we're very lucky
to have her on our doorstep.
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The Guide Me may be the Holy Grail for Sports Ds/eut for every senior diver in the
club that honour goes to the Vanguard. As with@Gude Me there are other wrecks of
similar depth and condition but there is a hugéedéhce between them and this wreck.
Stories of this wreck are told around the bar dicaday night as all the junior divers
conjure up images of what it must be like, imagethe Titanic looming out of the gloom
as you approach it are not uncommon.

On a note of caution, while visibility off Dublinals been improving year on year, the
Vanguard can still be a very dark and challenging.dit has many open hatches and
holes, so you can find yourself inside unintentlyna’he Vanguard is also a long way
out to sea, so only reachable in good weathern§ttmlal currents mean you have to
judge slack correctly, and you're best diving oamides. Best visibility is on low water,

just coming off neaps. Note also that all shipsravénundred years old are protected
under the National Monuments (Amendment) Acts 188d 1994, meaning you need a
license from the National Monuments Service to dhvem. The Vanguard, though, is a
superb dive and well worth the effort.

A personal reflection on Dublin Bay diving

My first experience of Dublin Bay diving was a ndleg potter about on The Muglins, |
remember being fascinated by the sheer amounthstdcs in the cracks and crevices
illuminated by my buddy’s torch. But by far the rhosemorable part of that dive was
our other companion, a juvenile seal who followedtlroughout and played with our
fins. My second Muglins dive however was an enfidifferent experience; we rolled in
just at the tail end of slack and we ended hopfiog rock to rock in 3 foot visibility
trying not to be swept off the rock. Challenginghditions but well worth the effort due
to the abundance of congers, crabs and lobsteesgdbd diving, the bad diving and the
challenge of it all add up to make Dublin Bay diyisome of the most enjoyable any
diver will ever do.

For a new diver, as | was last year, the whole ggs®f arranging dives and diving in
general can be quite daunting. The relaxed atmesplige regularity of the dives and
familiarisation with the sites that diving withihg bay offers, meant that within a short
period of time | was arranging dives myself. | fduthe advanced divers and boat
handlers in the club to be incredibly supportiveyviding encouragement and advice to
new members like myself and facilitating us to miga dives.
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Diving Expeditions

Every year DUSAC members undertake a number ohdiwxpeditions to locations
around Ireland and abroad. During these trips, DOS#embers of every level have the
opportunity to further their diving experience aadget involved in dive planning and
marshalling. A DUSAC trip will often prove to be axhilarating experience, both
socially and in terms of diving, as the followingtieles from club members will

illustrate!

The Novice Trip

By far the biggest trip we run every year is theioe trip to Kilkieran Bay with over 60
divers being present on any one day of the weef loip this year. We rent out 14
holiday cottages on an island in the bay for thekvand bring everything needed for
diving and living with us from the 3 RIBs we hadtigear to several cars full of food. A
van is rented to transport all the diving gear dawaking it far easier for the student
members devoid of cars to get themselves and gs&ir down. Weeks of preparation
goes into this week long trip. Being invariably ovsubscribed the novices and
crossovers from the current year get priority ovirer members with the ADs and DLs
who will be taking them out and driving the boagttipg next refusal. The trip is large
enough to accommodate all the new recruits with @myaining spaces being given to
SDs who are brought along to ensure the smoothingrof the trip by supervising the
compressing, cooking, marshalling and many othegth

The boats filled with eager divers on the novige tr
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Lifts are organised for those without cars and dnyer who takes passengers down is
refunded a portion of their petrol receipts in artbeensure that every one makes it down
and back safely. Most of the essentials such as, fmiead and the meat for lunch and
dinner are sourced locally from near by shops arginesses as our way of trying to give
back to the locals who put up with our invasionrgwaear. Every effort is made to keep

the slip and pier area clear during the day socagainconvenience the local fishermen
and seaweed farmers in their work. The local puld shops are also informed in

advance of our arrival to avoid being caught shgrour onslaught.

As part of the Novice Trip this year we also orgadi a collection for the RNLI on the
final night during which €160 was raised to helpdiuthe great work they do for divers
throughout Ireland.

In the following passage, Mark Lee describes g Bxperience of the training trip.

“Diving? You mean..." After
patiently dispelling visions of
towering diving boards and back
flips and belly flops, | never tire of
telling the story of last vyear's
"Novice Trip", the Dublin University
Sub- Aqua Club's annual trainee
extravaganza in scenic Connemara,
County Galway. To a maths student
who doesn't get out much, the
prospect of shivering your way out
of a wetsuit on a miserable
March day would be enough to send me straight batke library, but thankfully | said
"Fie upon thee smug dry-suited divers!" and dontiedever-so-flattering semi-dry suit
and got into the icy water. Well, not that icy, vatlly, who cares when you're seeing
conger eels for the first time, fish swimming pgstur face and lobsters without the
boiling water? My first dive in fact was off thetgpnamed "Coral Beach", a shore dive,
to the then startlingly deep depths of four andalf metres. To someone for whom
swimming meant coming up for air when you coultiolid your breath any longer, being
able to float around exploring the kelp and theatawas heaven. Watching the
unconcerned fish, peering at the lobster my buddgted out to me, oohing and aahing
at all the new and strange creatures | was sekwig,always remember that first dive of
mine in the open water.

Of course that's what the trip was for. As a traihérad learnt the basic skills in the
swimming pool. Now all the trainees and the crosse¥rom other diving organisations
had a trip just for them. With twenty odd traingdss crossovers and all the instructors
and dive leaders, it was a large group. Apart ftbenday when one was roistered for
cooking duty, it was diving every day! | completal my club divers open water
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assessments and since | had already passed mgickritheory exam | was stamped up
as a club diver by the end of the week.

Generations of divers rubbed shoulders together.
Novices gleaned much wisdom from their
weather-beaten elders: "No Mark, tasting the
petrol is NOT a good way to see if it's
contaminated”. We did learn a lot about the
practicalities of going diving though: the proper
knots to moor the boat, how to use one's compass,
the important details to put in your logbook (very
useful when writing about a trip the following
year), how to fill your OWN bottles (alas, a
pampered trainee no more). Of course that's to say
nothing of the reassurance we got as we got into
the open water a little anxiously for the first &m

the more experienced divers' infectious
confidence and pleasure at our open-eyed
enthusiasm alone made the trip worthwhile.

To describe the diving itself is an exercise Iin
adjective hunting! Firstly it was varied: apartrfro
the shore dive on the first day we also dived three
other sites off a small boat. While the underwater
scenery was different at each site it was breath-
taking (in the best sense of the word!)
everywhere. To mention but a few gems: an
enormous rock face covered entirely in sea-squirts
— very eerie, forests of languorous kelp, crabs
scuttling across the floors of silent seas...My
favourite dive was actually my last. My buddy,
Steve, was a botanist and we were fortunate to get
a gentle run; we glided along a cliff face, which
was completely covered in an astonishingly
colourful array of flora and fauna. Being a
botanist he was really helpful in pointing out the
real treats. What made the dive for me however
was the sensation of "flying". Needless to say
much "Superman” posing was done. A great end
to a great week's diving.
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After my first experience of the DUSAC trainingpyil'd recommend diving to anyone
who'd listen (not to mention many who wouldn't)!eTgreat sense of camaraderie and a
shared love of diving made it a great week. Eveeydid their share, cooked for a day,
and the final night's celebrations were as wilthay look!
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Diving in St. John’s point

St. John’s point is another big trip we undertakerg year, some years more than once.
The diving along the wall is simply incredible aas it's a shore dive it eliminates the
need to bring down the boats. The hostel and pulDumkineely provide great
accommodations and the hostel also allows us t@aamtheir grounds thus allowing us
to bring more people down. The combination of thie&tors makes St. John’s Point a
great first trip to organise for many of our mensher

In the following passage Tom McCarthy describes]blsn’s Point experience.

St. John’s point is the first club trip away afterr novice trip. The beauty of this trip is
that the May bank-holiday on which it is held, aj)wageems to provide us with glorious
weather which in turn just improves the alreadyathaking beauty of Donegal in the
North West region of Ireland. Novices or crossavevho could not make the novice trip,
get priority for St. Johns point, as it is not omaly easy and beautiful dive site, it is also
sheltered and safe. Many others use this tripvaayato kick start their diving year while
those organising it are usually first time orgarssender the guidance of a more
experienced diver.

| dived at St. John’s point for the first time iB@L as a novice and organised the trip in
2002. It's a good trip to start with as it is coetely shore based, although a boat can and
has been brought in previous years to get outadthck Rock dive site. The Blue Moon
hostel in Dunkineely, about seven miles from theedite, generally holds twenty four.
However, with many prepared to camp in the grouttts,numbers can expand to thirty
two, as was the case last year. The locals aretosedr annual pilgrimage and the pub
across the road has been known to extend its ogpernmrs for us and let us order
Chinese take-away. The pub is also renowned fofrdeeseafood that can appear at any
time. The locals always welcome the varied musi&édls that our members display. Its
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generally self catering but on the Saturday nighBEBQ is usually organised, with
everybody out the back under the moonlight percbhedany possible sitting space
munching on overcooked burgers and sausages.

Down the road to the dive site you
pass some beautiful scenery and
lovely beaches/coves until you reach
a magnificent white lighthouse and
the forty odd steps leading down to
the waters edge in the sheltered cove.
The dive site is about a forty-meter
fin out from the shore to a large rock
that protrudes from the calm water.
At this point you descend to around
ten meters, then swing a left around
the rock base and descend again to
approximately twenty. There on your
left is a wall of life and colour. There
are more nooks and crannies to
explore then in any haunted house or
on any old techy divers face, in a sea
full of life with great visibility. There
are no horrible currents to pull you
all over the place and an easy dive
path up and down the wall. The local
fish are very friendly too and will
flock to you, if you bang two rocks

together, looking for an easy meal. A slightly geredive is possible by moving away
from the wall and following the boulders out to sedit but there is nothing there you
cannot see at the wall. Of course not all nightetiattivities involve music, food and
craic. A night dive is always an option and gergrgéts an enthusiastic response. The
many sheltered coves provide a fun and safe dplesgground and we make full use of

it.

St. John’s Point is the cool, funky, laid back dikip of the year, in my opinion anyway,
and is definitely the best way to start off theidgvseason!
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Intervarsities by Stephen Collis

On the week before Halloween DUSAC travelled toviagi to dive the murky waters of
Killary Harbour and meet up with a fellow univeysitlub, UCD Sub Aqua Club; to
enjoy the wonders of diving together, to partakeearly fancy dress festivities and
compete in a drinking race to determine once andlfavho are the true gods of the sea,
BSAC or CFT. This trip wasn’t smooth sailing beaatise trickery of Halloween turned
its scary head.

DUSAC travelled from Dublin to Galway and

converged on the AKA Killary Adventure centre. This

was the last trip of the season for most of us fand

five lucky new members, their first time diving withe

club. The next morning we awoke to howling winds

and lashing rain but we still rose from our beds an

made our way to the harbour. As it was nearly
Halloween some type of misfortune should have been

expected but we were unprepared for one of oursboat

not starting. After many attempts by Advanced Dsyer

Dive Leaders and our assistant Equipment officesais

decided to let our sleeping beauty sleep because we

didn’t have our dashing prince charming or in nanyf

tale language the equipment necessary to start the

engine. Our diving hopes weren’t dashed however

because of excellent dive marshalling and manyoaéeiil boat handlers, for the first time
in the clubs history eight waves of scuba diveratvesit with one boat!

The diving was amazing, the visibility was zero foe first five metres due to surface
run off but as one descended further the cloudinesgshed and everything from
lobsters, crabs and even massive conger eels teufdund. On the Sunday morning
UCDSAC arrived and dived alongside us, our Divirficer even jumped ship for a
wave to drive their boat and bring a mixture of nbens from both clubs out diving. It
was a really amazing three days diving even thabhghweather on the surface would
have made most grown men moan, which it did.

As the sun set on Sunday we all returned to théehfoy
dinner, then in the space of two hours every menober
the club transformed themselves into creatures of
darkness by grabbing whatever could be bought,
borrowed or pillaged. As the bus arrived to taketa
meet UCDSAC, the bus driver was probably horrified
see witches, ghosts, pirates, hillbillies, catsibscdiving
barbies and ghostbusters piling onto his bus. ldbaily
thought we were all mad since Halloween was thd nex
week.
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After a twenty minute drive we met up with UCDSARQ & local pub where we all
chatted merrily into the night until the battledsrwere drawn and five representatives
from each club part took in a ‘boat race’ were ¢joal of each team was to down their
five pints the fastest. In a stunning victory wetcaed the prize as the gods of the sea or
most probably the biggest load of vacuums anyoseshiar seen. Either way we left with
our heads held high until all of us awoke the megtning.

Members from DUSAC and UCDSAC celebrate Halloween

The trip overall was an amazing success on allt§rome mingled and dived with the
members of a neighbouring club, proved ourselvedetesrmined divers by bringing out

eight waves on one boat in one day and most impibytgahowed our new crossovers
how much fun in and out of the water it is with DAG
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General Activities
Branch Meetings

The committee meet on Monday nights in the colleQaring the training season,

meetings are held before the weekly pool sessidre dlub also meets socially on
Monday nights in a pub close to college. This metliescommittee have a very busy
night on Mondays, but it also means that all cludmhers have regular contact with their
committee. Discussions started in meetings oftemticoe in the pub and in this way

everyone gets to have their say!

Rooms for meetings and lectures are provided bygoliege. DUSAC clubrooms are also
on campus. This is where club equipment is storetlvehere regular maintenance and
cataloguing of gear is carried out. Club boatsase stored in club rooms during the
winter. Some members keep personal gear in clubsodims space is important for flat
dwellers in the club, whose housemates may notegpie stepping over gear at every
turn!

Social

As part of a college club, DUSAC members beneéitrfrthe strong social aspect within
the club. Apart from the regular pub visits on Magcdights, many social events are
organised during the year. In 2009 most of the tvemere organised by our
Entertainments Officer Rachel Lee, although oneoaf other members Stephen
McMullan organised a series of technical divingksalwhich were very well attended
from both with in the club and by many from outside

Technical Diving Talks

A series of five talks were held during the end2609 and early 2010 in the lecture
theatres of the college. The talks focused on uaraspects of technical diving from cave
diving to practical approaches to decompressiore fHtks were put on free of charge
were advertised throughout diving forums on the Wigte talks were very well attended
and served as our way of opening up the diving ipgbleyes to the sometimes
mysterious realm of technical diving as well asvtimg our club with a great source of
publicity and raising some money for several welietving charities.

Here is a description of the three talks held dy#009.
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lan Lawler - DUSAC through the Dark(?) Ages

Dr lan Lawler is a member of Dublin University SABUSAC) with well over 20 years
dive experience. He frequently frightens much lesggerienced divers like myself with
the vast store of knowledge he has accumulated! imatters diving from detailed
biology of the marine life of our seas to the gmeatnts in maritime history. lan has been
involved in technical diving of the deep wrecksward the coast of Ireland using mixed
gases and open circuit and rebreather equipment hék participated in many
expeditions including forming part of the team ftfirdiving HMS Curacoa, HM
Submarine D6 and HMS Carinthia. He was involvedha production of the Deep
Wreck Mysteries documentary series.

The talk will illustrate in a tongue-firmly-in-chkeananner how lan's diving and diving
technology progressed over the years against ttlalbzp of DUSAC.

Following this talk a collection was made and €¥swaised for the RNLI.
Artur Kozlowski - Cave Diving in Ireland

Artur was born in Poland in 1977 and came to Irélem2006 with 13 warm water dives
under the belt. He started learning cave divindiWitelsh cave diving instructor Martyn
Farr in 2007. In 2008 Artur explored Pollatoomangaecorded the deepest underwater
cave dive in Ireland and Britain, at -103m. Sincat time his main interest has shifted to
largely unexplored, massive underwater cave systemerlying the Gort Lowlands in
Co. Clare. In 2009 he started using a rebreath@haresulted in spectacular discoveries
in Gort area - including exploring 4km of new undater passages with Jim Warny. At
the same time Artur is actively sustaining tradiibstyle cave diving exploration — dry
caving with sidemount sump diving, mostly in chalieng caves in the north of the
country. Artur is a PADI and DSAT Tec instructor.

A collection was made for the Irish Cave Rescuea@igation and €300 was raised.
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Micheal Griffin - Introduction to Mixed Gas DivingWreck, Ice, Cave

Michael Griffin is 36 and has been diving since @9®%iowever not until 2007 did
Michael begin to develop himself through the retiogal ranks and move firmly into
technical diving. His passion for diving through Itiple environments is infectious and
he has trained extensively with numerous agenoidmiild competence and expertise in
Shipwreck, Ice and Cave diving. While a member &fEzand a DIR diver he is also a
PADI instructor and is determined to try to unde ttamage done to DIR diving by the
“Zealots” on the internet. Michael holds qualificets from CMAS, PADI, DSAT, TDI
and GUE and has a broad perspective on the funthensbpirit of adventure of diving. In
this presentation Michael will explain his choi@®l decisions, challenges and successes
in moving from a basic recreational diver in 2007at proficient mixed gas technical
diver and scuba instructor in 2009. He will alsscdiss how he is turning his passion for
diving into a new business opportunity for 2010. a¥hMichael is not diving he is the
Operations Director of the Griffin Hotel Group, osve of the renowned Monart
Destination Spa, recognised internationally as ohé¢he top destination spas of the
world.

A collection was made for Spinal Injuries Irelamti&€150 was raised.
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Social Activities

DUSAC pub crawl

The pub crawl was held early in the year beforeninéce trip in February as a way of
letting the novices get to know one another andbttler members of the club before the
rather intense trip. The novices relished the chancget to know the rest of the club.
The event proved to be an enormous success witka tyrn out by all members new
and old. A good night was had by all with many pisnk and many tales of the briny
deep told.

Novice Trip Re-Union & Branch of the Year Celebratay Night

A wine reception was held in the Davenport Hotelokhwas followed by a presentation
given by lan Lawler on "Deep Wreck Diving". The higgave all those involved in the
novice trip and those who weren't able to go taleatp on all the gossip from the trip.
The talk given by lan was also an incredible insigto the joys and dangers involved in
exploring the depths of the ocean and discovetsqsteries. It also provided the older
members to celebrate the successes of the pasarygdine winning of the BSAC Branch
of the Year award.

DUSAC AGM

Although not strictly a social event the AGM invalsly turns into a brilliant night out for
all those involved. After the AGM which was heldanroom kindly provided for us by
Trinity we moved to our old haunt O’Neill’s for aw jars. From there we ventured forth
into the night to Reynard’s night club where we gbt in free courtesy of our
Entertainments officer's negotiating skills. Thgmi was a good one where once again
young and old mingled.
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DUSAC BBQ

Every year the club holds a BBQ on Dalkey Islandrduthe summer. We use our RIBs
to ferry people back and forth from the island glamith our BBQ and all the food.

Frisbees, balls and all other sorts of entertainsare brought along for the afternoon.
Many families in the club like to bring their chith along to this wonderful social

occasion. Some of us even take the opportunityta it of snorkeling in the many little

bays around the island which are often inhabitedda}s.

DUSAC Table Quiz

We held a table quiz this year to raise fundingtha new engine we will be purchasing
in the next year for Marianna. The quiz was wekmded and fiendishly difficult thanks
to the efforts of our quiz master supreme Caitridc_ean. The quiz had rounds for
everyone with subjects ranging from nautical higtditting really) to The Simpsons (my
personal favorite). Between the admission and affterheld on the night over €500 was
raised for our engine fund.
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Fin Swim

Our annual fin swim was held in August this yeaterlaimany failed attempts due to
adverse weather. On the cold and foggy Augustradter a gang of us ventured forth for
the freezing swim, from Dalkey Island to Bullock fHar on the mainland, closely
followed by one of our RIBs. Once finished we ahblded for the pub for a much needed
pint safe in the knowledge that we had raised awrogood chunk of money for the
RNLLI.

Christmas Party, sponsored by Cathx Ocean

This year our Christmas party was kindly sponsdrgdCathx Ocean who provided the
star prize in our raffle, an amazing torch. Thetyparas held upstairs in the Gingerman
pub located just off campus. Other prizes in thi#géerancluded a free novice trip voucher,
considered by many to be the best prize, and frieéd(because all divers enjoy a free
pint). The party was well attended and betweenrdifte and tickets over €500 was
raised for the club after covering the costs ofrtigt.
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Publicity

The clubs publicity improved greatly this year witlte addition of the technical diving
presentations to our calendar, with over 200 huhdpeople attending on certain
evenings. Aside from the lecture series which dhiserr profile hugely, the main
publicity actions undertaken this year was our fmvaspush for new members during
“Freshers Week”. This year during the week beferentstarts in September we hauled
Marianna, one of our RIBs, up to Front Square aak pride of place along the square
where all the new students come to get a tastdeofektra curricular side of Trinity
before starting into college proper. Photographsecént diving trips and social events
are also displayed on the stand. Throughout Freskiéeek, current members volunteer
to man the stand for an hour or two and activegksmit potential divers to tell them how
great our club is. We even had an unfortunate membée club (me) parade around
Front Square in full kit, minus fins obviously, iy and drum up interest in our stand, as
if an eight meter, orange boat wasn’t visible eddu@ne way or another the whole
operation was a success as we were very much abecribed, we hate to turn any one
away but we wouldn’t be able to train any more pedpan we do safely.
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The DUSAC newsletter

Tonya Madden the club secretary is in charge ofighing our news letter.

***CLUB NEWSLETTER***

Hi folks,
Here's a quick rundown of all the news and entemtaint for our fabulous club!

An important note from our Membership Secretary...

With the Novice trip, the diving season is startagpin. To ensure that you will be able to divehvifte
club you should make sure that you have renewed iymmbership. The next and probably last batch of
membership renewals will go out to BSAC at the beigig of March so contact our membership secretary
Donata (dubberd@tcd.ie) if you haven't renewed yoembership yet.

A word from your DO...

We managed to get in two successful trips to thesidlr and a very successful New Years Trip only ove
the "close" season.

A €1000 was raised for charity between all the médd diving lectures. This was a huge boost tdclu
profile with 200 people in attendance for the @st.

8 people took on the IFC... so more instructorsufosoon!!!

We now have 25 Club suits between lends and thle chllection which makes it much cheaper for
novices/students on the NT.

What a great club!!! (my additionJ)

Our Ents Officer has planned...

An amazing D-U-S-A-C pub crawl this Saturday nigt@th February, with the line up being:

8.00p.m. Deuvitts, 78 Camden Street

8.45p.m. UUhelans, 25 Wexford Street (somengllces should be made for this one, 'UU' to be asad
‘double U")

9.30p.m.  Solas, Wexford Street

10.15p.m. Anseo, 18 Camden Street

11.00p.m. Cassidys, 42 Camden Street

Novice Trip entertainment including all the oldiest goodies, the cocktail party and the Boat Rawk a
then a few surprises

News from our Treasurer...

Funding of €4,000 has been received from the Wrifitust & Association towards the purchase of new
boat engine.

Fundraising from the Christmas party was about €500

Our Equipments Officer wants to say...

Marianna has a new coat of anti-foul and is lookiranderful - thanks to all involved for your harank!
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The DUSAC web page www.DUSAC.org

Our website was brought up to date and into thH& @&htury by our web master Tim
Walsh. The new site is a truly incredible resoudmehe club. The calendar shows all up
and coming events as well as who they're organisgedcomplete with contact detalils,
making it easy for everyone to get up to date mfation on just what's happening in the
club. The “quick calendar” on the right hand sideh® home page shows the five most
recent events as a quick reference for the rusheer.dOther useful information
contained on the site includes the training caleradang with links to all the lecture
slides and lesson plans. The Diving section alsdaios a section on dive planning and
organisation aimed at helping up and coming diversrganise their first dives in the
club with lots of practical hints and advice.

Dive Guide

Our excellent dive guide, which is used by divemnT across the British Isles, contains
information on any of the sites dived by the clulels as site description, ideal tidal
conditions, maps and accommodation in the area.gliide is regularly updated and the
AD in charge of any trip to a new location mustte@n entry for the dive guide on the
site and publish it for general use.
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