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Heinke Trophy Application 2010 

A Personal View:   By Stephen Collis 

      {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ 

into the unknown and taking a leap of faith. I took that leap of faith and ended up at the bottom of 

the ocean and having some of the greatest moments of my life during the last three years. I am in 

my third year of university studying Zoology and with one year to go I am so glad that I decided to 

join DUSAC in my first year. 

      Three years ago when I walked into colleƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪ L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ L ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

to do and that was join the sub aqua club. I had dived before in Ireland when I did the PADI Open 

water course a few years previous and in Thailand when I did their Advanced Open water course. 

When I first experienced the underwater world I had always wanted to turn a rare occurrence into a 

weekly spectacle so I felt joining a club in university would be an excellent idea to achieve my goal.  

      L ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ hŎŜŀƴ 5ƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ have to attend all of the lectures I did 

anyway. I remember sitting in one of the early lectures and realised with BSAC that I had so much to 

ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

other members of the club as they were just teachers in our eyes. They would encourage us to go to 

ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘΣ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩǎ tǳōΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΦ LŦ L ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳǊŜ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŀƴȅ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 

      My first trip away with the club was in October 2009 and it was to Sheephaven in Donegal. In 

DUSAC people buddy up to car pool to the various destinations in order to save on fuel or to give 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦ L ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ 

night and during the three hour journey I got to know him but I was still slightly nervous about 

meeting the other members of the club because I really dƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ 

into the cottages that we rented out I was surprised by the warm welcome that I received and this 

made me really excited about my first dive with the club. 

      After the trip I had made so many friends and it made socializing with the club a whole lot easier 

ŀƴŘ L ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ Ƴȅ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
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club I ascended from Ocean diver to Sports diver and along the way I gained so many friends and 

fantastic memories, one of which was the whole club attacking a piñata outside of a pub at about 

midnight one Summers evening. In my second 

year I really wanted to help out more and more 

because I really got so much from the club in my 

first year. I did shore cover during pool sessions, 

helped our entertainment officer with the 

Christmas party and even organised food for 

around 50 divers every night for a week for the 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ bƻǾƛŎŜκ¢ǊŀƛƴŜŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǊŘ 

year I joined the committee and became the 

membership secretary.  

      As I look back on it now DUSAC has made my college experience extra special. I would have never 

ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ пл ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘ 

people how to dive in the pool or even learn to drive a boat. I also would have never expected 

myself as a person to change with the help of the club. Three years ago I would have been called a 

ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ LΩƳ ŀ ǇƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΗΗΗ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ 

the club accepted me for who I am and encouraged me just to be me! 
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Membership  

Numbers  

The Dublin University Sub Aqua Club has currently 114 members. These members range from 

students of Trinity College Dublin, staff members to graduates. DUSAC has 64 student members and 

50 graduate/staff members; with students out numbering everyone else you can really call this a 

university club. This year DUSAC obtained 48 new members, 32 trainees and 16 crossovers who 

varied in their previous diving ability but were all welcomed with open arms. 

      The club began its life being mainly comprised of Zoologists but now has a diverse collection of 

people from many different ways of life. Today we have people studying medicine to fully fledged 

doctors, engineer students to engineers, teaching students to teachers and the list goes on and on. 

With our members being from nearly every aspect of life, anyone looking for help with almost 

anything hasƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪΦ 

      The club is also lucky to have members eagerly waiting to return. Many go away for a year or two 

to travel or work and are always emailing the membership secretary to ensure they can still renew 

when they get back. 

Snorkling  

There is no official snorkel wing of the club, however, snorkelling is a very important aspect of the 

training and as our club is full of true semi-aquatic members, it features on nearly every club trip. All 

members are encouraged to bring a snorkel, as it is considered the fun way to spend ones surface 

interval, especƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƛƴƭŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ŀǎ Ŏŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƻƴ ƘŀǊŘ-

boat dives. Those that scoff at the idea of bringing a snorkel along on dives often miss out on some 

of the most memorable aspects of a trip. On more than one trip this year basking sharks were 

spotted. It truly a badge of honour to be able to say one swam with dolphins, seals, or sharks (albeit 

the toothless kind) and this aspect of our club is heavily promoted during the fresheǊǎΩ ŦŀƛǊΦ  
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We also have a charity fin swim every year to raise money for the club and the RNLI which coincides 

with a annual BBQ on Dalkey Island. However, this year our annual Fin Swim and Dalkey Island BBQ 

had to be cancelled due to atrocious weather at the start of July. We managed to get the Fin Swim 

happening later on in July. Eight brave finners managed to swim the 1km along Dalkey Sound and 

ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ aŀƴŜ ƧŜƭƭȅŦƛǎƘ ǎǘƛƴƎǎΦ ϵсмл ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ нл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

total amount was donated to the RNLI. 

 

 

http://www.dusac.org/gallery/v/Dingle+2010/P1030025.JPG.html?g2_imageViewsIndex=1
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Promotion  
      Every year the club makes its presence felt dǳǊƛƴƎ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ CǊŜǎƘŜǊsΩ Week. This is our 

main way to promote the club and get new trainees and crossovers. Each year we bring out one of 

our ribs in order to attract a lot of attention. Flyers are available explaining about the club, what we 

do, the fees, personal equipment needed, and dates and locations for our try-dive, Q+A session and 

sign-up night. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇŀŎƪǎ .{!/ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȅŜ 

catching stand which allowed out members to really convince people that our club is the best. In 

addition to the stand, the club made a small brochure which gave any interested people a view into 

what our club can offer them and how the club can help then take the plunge.  

 

In the first week of term we also run a short talk and Q+A session about the club, given by the Diving 

Officer, where those who are interested in joining can come along, see what it's all about (including 

lots of pretty underwater photos) and ask any questions they have. We advertise this on the freshers 

stand, and on a few targetted posters round campus (zoology building, the sports centre, the main 

restaurant).  

 

We use our website, email list and facebook groups to try and encourage existing members to let 

their friends know about the club and attend the try dive and Q+A as well, and as mentioned above, 

we email prospective members about these events. 
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 This year we also organised a Try Dive in the college pool and to promote this the club made posters 

to publicize the event. Every person who tried it sung its praises with many joining the club soon 

ŀŦǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌȅ 5ƛǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŦǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪΦ bŜȄǘ 

year we are already thinking of what bizarre things we can do to promote and entice new members 

into the waters of Ireland! 

Administration   

Branch organisation and committee meetings  

Running a club with 114 members, who did over 1,200 dives in 2010, and trained 32 novices and 16 

crossovers, is a daunting task.  Efficient administration is key to the smooth running of the club and a 

hard-working and capable committee is crucial.  Luckily our club is blessed with an inordinate 

number of enthusiastic volunteers and there is competition to be on the DUSAC committee every 

year.  The current committee consists of 11 members (more about them anon). Each committee 

member has a specific role to play in the running of the club. Their role is documented both in the 

club constitution and in a brief which is available on the DUSAC committee google docs site.  

Incoming committee members must also receive a formal handover from the incumbent and all 

documentation is handed over along with any insights the incumbent gleamed over the year.  

Despite the fact that DUSAC is a University club the retention rate for members is extremely high 

and so there are always plenty of experienced members around for the committee to tap for advice!  

Committee meetings are held as needed, which in 2010 worked out as approximately once every 

three weeks.  Meetings are held on campus in Trinity College and always took place on a Monday 

evening, which is our club evening.  The agenda for the committee meetings are circulated before 

the meeting by our ever-efficient chair.  The meetings generally last one to one-and-a-half hours and 

cover everything from membership to training to recruitment to equipment servicing to fundraising 

to finances.  Although each committee member has a defined role and areas of responsibility they 

update other committee members on their area so the whole committee stays up-to-date on a 

range of issues.  All documentation is stored on the DUSAC google docs site, which aids the 

information sharing process.  Decisions at committee level are made by a show of hands with 

everything being recorded by our trusty secretary.  After the committee meeting the secretary 

circulates the minutes.   

Club rules and AGM 

The rules governing DUSAC are set out in our constitution which is available to all club members on 

the DUSAC website.   Any proposed amendments to the constitution must be submitted in writing to 
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the club secretary or chair at least 10 days prior to the AGM.  Our AGM takes place in April each year 

and so the club year runs from mid-April, when we elect a new committee, until mid-April the 

following year.  Therefore 2010 began and ended with different committee members at the helm.  

The date of the AGM is mailed out to all club members a month in advance so they can put it into 

their diaries.  At this time constitutional amendments can be submitted as can nominations for club 

positions.  At the AGM, the initial report is given by the Diving Officer. This covers all aspects of club 

diving, including the number of dives done by club members and their location.  The Training Officer 

updates the club on the number of new Ocean Divers trained, the number of people who advanced 

a diving grade, the number of new boat handlers and any skills developments courses ran.  Next up 

the equipments officer updates the club on any new equipment purchased or decommissioned and 

ŀƴȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

affairs, how much money was taken in, how much was spent and on what and the current financial 

outlook.  Once the reporting is finished the new committee is elected.  In order to sit on the DUSAC 

committee a member must be nominated and seconded by club members.  If more than one club 

member is nominated for a committee position then the committee member is elected by secret 

ballot.  Some positions are not up for election, the incoming Diving Officer is appointed by the 

outgoing Diving Officer and the incoming Diving Officer gets to choose their Training Officer.  The 

Assistant Equipments Officer is promoted to Equipments Officer and they also can select their 

assistant.  All other positions are electable positions.  Once the new committee is elected any 

proposed constitutional amendments are voted on.  Proposed amendments are circulated to all club 

members via the DUSAC mailing list in advance of the AGM.  Amendments cannot subsequently be 

altered at the AGM and the submitted wording must be voted on by a show of hands.  Any other 

business is then discussed before the club retires en-masse to the nearest pub!   

Subscriptions and Fundraising  

The recruitment of a new cohort of novices and crossovers coincides with the start of the new 

academic year.  This was a ōǳǎȅ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

CǊƻƴǘ {ǉǳŀǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ CǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ CǊŜǎƘŜǊǎΦ  CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ 

were inundated with volunteers to man the stand and we had people there every day of FǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ 

week.  We also had much appreciated help from BSAC HQ.  This year we ran a sign-up night where 

we spoke to students interested in joining the club about what is involved in the training, how the 

club functions and showed them a slideshow of the amazing underwater sights of Ireland.  This year, 

ŀǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǉǳƻǘŀ ƻŦ ƴƻǾƛŎŜǎΗ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ 

when existing members must renew their membership.  Collecting membership forms, medical 
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forms and cold hard cash from 114 members was a thankless task but one look at the DUSAC bank 

balance at the end of November made it all worthwhile.  2010 was an expensive year for DUSAC as 

our two RIBs, Topknot and Mariana both required replacement engines.   We made an extra special 

effort fundraising, which was spearheaded by our Ents Officer Hilary and our Ordinary member Jim.  

The fundraising events included a sponsored fin swim in Dalkey sound which is described above.  We 

also organised branded club clothing, a race night, club calendars, a raffle (with a Northern Diver 

drysuit, donated by Northern Diver and Flagship Scuba as the prize!) and a Table Quiz.  As with all 

club fundraising events a significant proportion of money raised was donated to charity.   In 2010, as 

ƛƴ нллфΣ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

appetite for diving.  This year we had a talk from the underwater photographer Nigel Moyter 

(accompanied by a selection of his most awesome photographs).  We also had a talk from Rory 

Golden about diving the wreck of the Titanic to retrieve artefacts and historic items and a talk from 

Dr. Tom Doyle of University College Cork on his fascinating research into jellyfish populations in the 

Irish Sea (check out http://www.jellyfish.ie/index.asp).  All talks were open to DUSAC members and 

non-members alike and attracted a plethora of non-diving marine enthusiasts.  At each talk a 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜΦ  Lƴ нлмл ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϵулл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wb[L 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ /ŀƴŎŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ WƛƳ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ ƻǳǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

only member without a clearly defined role the ordinary member can occasionally be forgotten.  Jim 

was actively involved in all fundraising events, never missed a committee meeting, despite a 

demanding medical student career and has spent many hours compiling this Heinke application. 

 

Committee  

Chair ɀ Laura Nolan   

This position is one responsible for the overall running of the clubs 

non diving matters. This means organizing committee meetings, 

grant applications, dealing with the college, and generally making 

everything run smooth. The only person with the military discipline 

required for this role was long time member Laura Nolan. For years 

ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

teacher like discipline makes sure everything runs smoothly. 

http://www.jellyfish.ie/index.asp
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Diving Officer ɀ Caitrona McLean 

To take on the responsibility of being chair one needs to be 

crazy but to take on the immense level of work required to be 

diving officer a special sort of insanity coupled with an immense 

level of dedication is required, and as the position must be held 

by an AD one would think such a person would be a mythical 

individual only rumoured and never spotted. We can inform 

you that the legends of the perfect Diving Officer are true as we happen to have one in our club. 

Caitroina McLean put an immense amount into the club this year and we can thank her for the 

smooth running of it. 

 

Training Officer ɀ Justine Cavanagh 

Justine Cavanagh is our training officer who looks after all club training to 

ensure a uniform system and standard is maintained. She has tirelessly made 

sure that our clubs untarnished reputation for creating fantastic divers 

remains unchallenged. As our club is blessed with very experienced 

instructors in various facets of diving she has had no shortage of courses to 

run.  She also makes cakes; we like Justine. 

 

Equipment  Officer ɀ Muriel Gallagher  

The club kit this year has been through the ringer with two new engines a 

new gas blending panel as well as general club maintenance one would 

expect the job of equipment officer would be a full time one. Our present 

equipment officer, Muriel Gallagher has put an inhuman amount of effort 

into the club despite the fact she is in the final year of her PhD. We secretly 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ YǊȅǇǘƻƴΦ  
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Assistant Equipment Officer ɀ Paul Hickey  

What good is an equipment officer without a whipping boy? Paul 

Hickey has entirely embraced this subservient role in such a way that 

one can only question whether he is slightly masochistic. He has been 

ŀǘ aǳǊƛŜƭΩǎ ōŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

has a degree in pharmacy to finish. It also ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ōƛƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

do some heavy lifting.  

Membership Secretary ɀ Stephen Collis 

Our dive club is blessed with a large and dedicated membership pool 

ranging from all level of experience. To organize the masses we have a 

Stephen Collis. His job is to promote the club with a particular emphasis on 

current student membership. He also has to make sure that renegade 

members are on books and paid up, which is easier said than done. Only 

the most tenacious of people would be able to extract membership money 

from some of our older member but hell hath no fury like that of a 

membership secretary scorned.  

Secretary ɀ Chris Tauchen 

Divers, like fish, have a three second memory. As a result, when the 

entire committee can finally agree and pass a motion it needs to be 

documented. This documentation, we believe, will have some historical 

importance in years to come as it proves that eight divers can 

sometimes put egos aside and get a club to function. Chris has had the 

prestige of capturing these moments in history for posterity.  

Entertainment Officer ɀ Hillary Hughes  

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IƛƭƭŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘ 

for you. This second year physiotherapy student has organized a variety 

of club activities this year not only to boost club morale but also to 

boost the club finances, which after purchasing two new engines, were 

not in a good state. The club social have also been very successful in 

integrating the new members to the club.  
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Treasurer ɀ Orla Keane 

hǊƭŀ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ άǎŎŀǊ ŦŀŎŜ-ǎǘȅƭŜέ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 

plan. However she soon found out that there was not much money 

to be had and hence she had little power.  Her job is to look after the 

club finanŎŜǎΣ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎŜŜǎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ άIƛǘ-

Ƴŀƴ /ƻƭƭƛǎέ ǘƻ ǎƘŀƪŜ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǎΣ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƭƭŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜǊǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ 

Ŧǳƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŜƳΦ  

Web Master ɀ Stephen Park  

In the world of twitter, facebook, URLs and hypertext, Stephen Park is 

king.  He has the task of ensuring that information on the website is 

accurate, accessible and up-to-date. He also has linked the club into 

twitter and facebook. Once he used to write bitingly sarcastic character 

assassinations of his fellow committee members, but now he fears he is 

mellowing. 

 

Ordinary Member ɀ *ÉÍ /ȭ#ÏÎÎÅÌÌ 

Our far-from-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ WƛƳ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ [ŀǳǊŀΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ-hand man; taking on all 

the tasks the rest of the committee forgets about or avoids.  

Despite moving over to the dark side (UCD) Jim has stayed with 

DUSAC and coordinated this application.  He also runs a mean 100 

yard dash ς backwards - with fins on.   
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Inform ation  

The club website - dusac.org: 

 

Over the last three years, our website has 

been brought up to date and made fully 

interactive. The site is aimed at divers in 

the club, at people thinking of joining, and 

at the general Irish diving community.  

For the club, the site has full details of all 

upcoming diving, training and social events. 

It also has extensive sections on our in-

house BSAC training, on club equipment, 

and on dive organising in our branch.  

 

 For potential new divers, the site 

explains our use of the BSAC training 

programme and how qualified divers 

can cross over into the BSAC system. It 

gives an idea of what there is to see 

diving in Ireland, and covers costs and 

what we do to minimise them ς very 

important for students in these times.  

For the wider diving community, we 

have pages on all the places we visit 

around Ireland, listing travel details, 

accommodation, dive sites and more. 

We've also got sections on Irish tides 

and weather, details of public talks and 
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events, and a gallery showing photos from club trips.  

We've opened up the site to editing by all club members to help ensure it's up to date and full of 

useful information, and we've made it easy for anyone to get in touch with the branch committee 

through the site.  

Other club web res ources: 

We also maintain a club page on Facebook, and a Twitter feed where all news stories on the club site 

are announced. Our mailing list on Google Groups now has around 300 people, and is where we talk 

about day to day club business - trip planning, training announcements, gear for sale, fish 

identification, new babies and much more. 
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Diver Training  

The training season kicks off in October when we take in new trainees and crossovers.  We start with 

the Ocean diver training which runs through the winter Ψtil the end of February and is followed by 

sports diver, dive leader and advanced diver training. Skill development courses run throughout the 

year. Details of classroom and water training are outlined in the following sections. 

Trainee pool sessions  

Pool sessions took place on Monday evenings in the 25m state of the art pool at the Trinity Sports 

Centre from late September until February. The pool floor in the deep end is deeper than usual 

which is ideal for diving instruction.The sports centre kindly clears out the pool of other users and 

allows us use of the pool for a two hour slot between eight and ten in the evening. Thanks to our 

good relationship with DUCAC we are also permitted to store most of our pool session gear in a 

room at the back of the pool greatly easing the logistics nightmare that used to unfold before the 

pool was built. 

 

Before the first trainee pool session we ran a try-a-dive session to help recruit new members. As this 

is always very popular and sometimes oversubscribed we ran a ticketing system in 2010 giving 

priority to those who attended our club welcome night. The next pool session was for our first intake 

of crossovers so that we could get them up to speed as soon as possible and allow them to take part 

in any diving trips straight away. After this the trainee pool sessions started. As we take on up to 32 

new trainees each year we split the group in two groups and each group had a pool session each 

fortnight. The ocean diver pool lessons were followed directly by the sports diver pool lessons and 

then we ran a second crossover pool session for our second intake of crossovers. 

Theory lessons  

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǎǘƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

pool. The trainees started their training with the Ocean Diver theory lessons every Monday evening 

before the pool sessions. These ran on into the Sports Diver theory lessons which any OD crossovers 

also attended.  

Advanced training  

The DL and AD lectures were run later in the season. 
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Annual training trip  

The annual training trip was run in Kilkieran Bay in March. This year was the first year that the 

university brought in semesterisation which meant we had no flexibility in selecting the week for our 

training trip. There is a reading week set for students and we had to use this week. Luckily as many 

departments were not all that in favour of this new change, ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƭƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

light, meaning most trainees were still able to make it down for the week. However, even despite 

the worst tides in a decade and some mud wrestling on one particularly low tide the trip was a great 

success. This trip is not only important in terms of getting the trainees out in the water for the first 

time and getting their open water assessments completed (which most of them do), ƛǘΩǎ also crucial 

for helping the new members integrate into the club and get to know everyone. We find that those 

that gel during this training week tend to be the ones that stick around in the club and continue to 

advance their diving for many many years to come. 

Crossover trip  

The crossover trip to Killary was specifically planned with the new crossovers in mind to get them 

out diving and integrated into the club. Full details can be found in the Diving section of this report. 

Skill Development Courses Run  

Boat handling  ς the boat handling course is by far the most popular course in the club. In fact may 

novices ask specifically how can they get to drive the boat. However due to the lack of space on the 

boats, this places on this course are very limited. This year it was run using facilities in Dun Laoghaire 

Yacht Club which was handy, as it was close to where the boats were moored. We are very lucky in 

this club to have such dedicated boat handling instructors, some of whom offered their own private 

boats for the course to increase numbers. In all 10 assistant boat handlers were qualified. 

Search and Recovery ς This couse was run by long time member Andrew Thomson. It was quite 

populare with the older members of the club as provided useful skills for Tech Diving. Many 

members joined this course as a way to add to their diving repertoire.   

Nitrox Blending  ς With the introduction of the nitrox blending panel to the club coupled with the 

obvious benefits of nitrox there has been a huge push for club members to move towards nitrox 

diving. Nitrox divers are encouraged to take the blending course as it not only enhances what 

ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƳ ōƭŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƎŀǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪȅ ƛƴ 
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this club to have a readily supply of oxygen and a gas mixing panel as well as enthusiastic blending 

instructors.  

Accelerated decompression procedures  ς This course was run in anticipation of a club trip to 

Scapa Flow due to occur in 2011. It was only open to advanced Sports Divers and above and 

preference was given to those on the Scapa Flow trip. 

VHF (in-house course)  ς This course was run in house to keep costs down, but despite the fact 

that no qualification was given it was very well attended with over 25 members turning up for the 

lecture. It was mainly seen as a way to refresh skills learned on the boat handling course as well as to 

provide new information on the working of VHF radios. 

REC 2 First aid course ï During a blustery weekend in November, a First Aid course was held for a 

very keen group of divers ranging from newly ónovicesô to perhaps not so newly óADôsô.  The course 

was well attended and all passed. Not only was did the course allow us the opportunity to update and 

increase our skills; but also for the chance for members to tie up their fellow divers in bandages! 

 

Diver Qualifications gained  

12  

 

1 AD

5 Dive leaders

4 Sports Divers

12 Ocean divers

79 theory tests taken for all 
grades
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Instructor training  

During 2010, eight students completed the Instructor Foundation Course and two completed the 

Open water Instructor Course. Three students successfully passed the theory instructor exam and 

five passed the practical instructor exam. 1 advanced instructor theory exam was also taken 

 

Equipment  

One of the great strengths of DUSAC is the equipment that members can access.  As a student club, 

we are constantly trying to keep costs down.  Free use of full diving equipment allows us to dive 

when it just would not be financially possible otherwise.  Built up over many years, DUSAC has a 

store of equipment that is the envy of dive clubs all over Ireland. 

 

There are two committee members who are in charge of looking after all the equipment, and 

ensuring that everything is serviced at appropriate intervals.  These members are the Equipment 

Officer and Assistant Equipment Officer, and are appointed at the AGM.  The EO trains the assistant 

during the year, and the following year the assistant becomes EO.  In this way, continuity is ensured 

and essential knowledge is retained from year to year.  In addition to this, all club members are 

regularly asked to help out. There are jobs suitable for everyone, from the newest member to the 

most experienced.  This system spreads the workload, and encourages every member to learn about 

the importance of properly maintained equipment.  

Boat engines: 

At the beginning of the 2010 diving season, we found ourselves in the unfortunate position of 

needing two new boat engines.  DUSAC has two RIBs; one of the engines was suffering from old age, 

and unfortunately the other, although new was suffering from recurrent electrical problems. The 

club has a savings plan in place where each year an amount is put away towards future large 

purchases.  We also needed to do extensive fund-raising to supplement this, and applied for grants 

from Trinity College Trust.  Sufficient funds were raised to replace both engines, an enormous 

achievement!  Both engines are working well, and should see us through for many years.   
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Nitrox:  

DUSAC has had equipment for partial-pressure blending of Nitrox and Trimix for many years. A 

disadvantage of this system is that it requires specific training and can be time consuming.  As a 

consequence, it is not as widely used as it could be, especially considering that all divers trained in 

the BSAC system for the past number of years are now qualified to dive with Nitrox.  

Nitrox brings great benefits to divers, both in regards to safety and ability to enjoy longer dives. It 

became a goal of the club to promote the use of nitrox. We needed to make it easy to dive nitrox 

and we needed to make it rewarding.  

In order to make access to Nitrox more straightforward, the club purchased a Nitrox blending panel. 

This is permanently connected to our electric compressor, and can be used to easily blend mixes up 

to 40% oxygen. Of course, it can be difficult to get people to adapt to a new system, and initially it 

was difficult to persuade people to make the small extra effort to use Nitrox when they were used to 

the simplicity of air fills!  

To address this, we embarked on an intensive training drive.  All existing gas blenders were invited to 

attend a refresher workshop where they were shown how to use the system.  The BSAC gas blending 

course was also run, and several new blenders were trained up at the same time, as well as some 

new gas blending instructors. 
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Pricing systems for nitrox fills were also adjusted to make it simpler ς the old system of paying per 

litre of oxygen was replaced with a flat fee per fill, whereas before blenders had to calculate how 

many litres of gas were used.   

As a final incentive, we turned to the classic student motivator ς free booze! Our regular pub 

donated a keg of beer, and members were entitled to a free pint after completing their first two 

nitrox dives.  This offer coincided with the start of the diving season, and certainly got us all chatting 

about nitrox!   

When organising dives, the Diving Officer began to recommend a nitrox mix for the dive in order to 

encourage divers to show up with the same blends.  

hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴƛǘǊƻȄ ŦƻǊ ΨǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΩ ŘƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ At the 

height of the diving season the club was using a full J cylinder of oxygen every week. A consequence 

of the increased use of nitrox meant we had to consider what gas was in our club tanks. Was there a 

risk of someone accidentally getting nitrox when they thought it was air? We did not want to take 

any chances with safety, so two measures were introduced to account for this.  

 

1. мл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘŀƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ΨƴƛǘǊƻȄΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƭŜ ƴƛǘǊƻȄ ǳǎŜΦ 

2. A new rule was introduced where every fill must be analysed on a club dive, regardless of 

whether air or nitrox is in use. This gets people thinking about what gas they are using, and 

prevents the possibility of tank mix-ups. To facilitate this rule, two new oxygen analysers 

(complete with sturdy yellow boxes!) were purchased for use on club trips, bringing the 

number of analysers available to 5.  

 

Equipment List  

 

Basic SCUBA equipment: 

 Regulators: 31 regulators  ς Apeks and Scubapro 

 Pony Regulators: 4 - Apeks 

 Cylinders: 36 ς Mostly 12L, some 10L, 1 x 15L and 4 x 3L pony bottles. 

 BCDs: 36 ς ND Guardian and Scubapro T-One 
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The basic scuba equipment is available for use by any 

club member for club dives. There is a sign-out system 

to allow booking in advance for a particular dive, and 

also to keep track of where everything is. Many club 

members choose to buy their own gear after a year or 

so in the club, but use of the club gear allows 

everybody time to make sure they will continue with 

diving before making a big investment. The pony 

bottles are used by Sports Divers who are beginning to 

extend their depth range and use redundant breathing 

gas supplies.  

 

"ÅÇÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ 'ÅÁÒȡ 

 Semi-dry suits: 20 

 Masks: 20  

 Fins: 20 pairs  

 Booties: 20 pairs 

 

A more recent addition to the club gear pile is a number of Semi-dry suits, masks, fins, and booties 

for use by the newest members of the club, both in the pool and on the early training dives in the 

sea.  We take in approximately 30 trainees and 16 crossovers each year, but regrettably not 

everyone chooses to stay active.  Our aim is to ensure that anyone who joins DUSAC has the 

opportunity to discover if diving is for them with the lowest possible initial cost.  

 

Boats: 

 RIBs ς Tornado 5.3m Rib with Yamaha 100hp 4-stroke engine 

 Humber - 5.4m RIB with Evinrude E-tec 115 engine 

 

Demand is always high for DUSAC dive trips, and having two boats allows us to bring as many divers 

as possible.  From March to October the boats are moored in Dun Laoghaire harbour, to allow 

evening dives to go out whenever the weather permits.  The boats are also towed all over the 
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country for weekend (or longer) trips.  Towing is hard work and constantly in demand, so we have a 

subsidy in place for towbar fitting, to increase the number of towers in the club and sweeten the 

deal. Each boat is equipped with VHF radio, Depth 

Sounder and GPS, and both have Indespension trailers.  

Compressors: 

 Mobile Compressors: x 2 ς Bauer Mariner 

 Fixed Electric Compressor  - Coltri Sub MCH-16 

 Box Trailer - Lynton Loadtrekker, used for 

carrying petrol compressors and sundry 

equipment to dive trip locations.  

 Gas Blending Panel x 1 

 

The electric compressor is a permanent fixture in club rooms, and is used for the majority of fills for 

the pool and local dives. It can fill 4 bottles at one time, and is also connected to the gas blending 

panel for optional Nitrox fills up to 40%.  Partial pressure blending is also available for higher % 

mixes. The mobile compressors run on petrol engines, and can be loaded into the small box trailer 

for use on trips.  

Air fills are free for paid-up club members, while nitrox is available at cost price.   

 

Other Miscellaneous equipment:  

 Oxygen Administration Kits x 3:  Allows one O2 kit per boat, plus one on shore at all times. 

 Nitrox analyzers x 3:  One for use in club rooms, one for taking on trips and one spare. 

 Tool kits: Assorted tools and spares for dealing with any and all broken gear. 

 Hand Held VHF: Used as a backup for the boat radios or to keep contact between boats and 

shore cover.   
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Diving Activities  

2010 : The Year of Engine Trouble  

At the start of June disaster struck DUSAC. Our trusty seven year old Yamaha 100 engine died of old 

age, and our newer Evinrude e-Tec engine, which had been plagued mysterious unfixable problems 

degenerated to the point of being unusable. At the height of the diving season the club now had no 

boats at all available.  

 

We had funds to replace one engine, but not both. Arrangements were made to replace the 

Yamaha, and attempts to repair the Evinrude continued with the help of the manufacturers in the 

UK.  

 

In the meantime, the club coped with the lack of boats and fundraised to replace the other engine, 

in case it became necessary. 

 

What does a diving club do when there's no boat available? Shore diving and chartering became our 

staples to tide us over until the boats were back. 

 

This began on the first trip when the boats failed, in Valentia on the June bank holiday weekend. 

Initially in desperation, frustrated divers went in at the pier in the harbour at Knightstown. We 

expected an expanse of muddy sand but instead we found every crevice of the harbour wall home to 

marine animals. There's more life there than you can imagine - lobsters, congers, pipefish, flatfish, 

literally thousands of squat lobsters everywhere you look. It may be one of the greatest wildlife 

dives in the British Isles - all thanks to the local fishermen dumping fish heads and guts off the pier. 

We also managed to charter a fishing boat at very short notice to take us diving offshore. The 

skipper remarked that he hadn't taken divers out in twenty years - we hope that we left a better 

impression than his previous customers had! 

 

Closer to home the Outfall, a shore diving spot in south Dublin, became a favourite. Despite a 

modest depth of 12m or so it is home to an awful lot of life if you look closely, including enormous 

pipefish, delicate nudibranchs, and large spider crabs. Night dives and lessons in rescue skills were 

conducted in the shallow Sandycove harbour. Weekends saw expeditions to shore dive the wreck of 
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the Alastor in Strangford Lough, a site more often dived by DUSAC in the winter but vastly more 

pleasant in summer.  

 

Mariana was back in service in July, but fundraising efforts continued all year. In the summer we ran 

a sponsored fin swim with the proceeds split between DUSAC and the RNLI. A new line of club 

clothing was designed by a club member, with the intention of both raising funds for the club and 

raising our profile on the college campus. The club ran a successful Race Night event, MC'd by our 

very own Membership Secretary, which was well attended by members, great fun, and raised 

money. All profits from our annual Barbecue also went towards the cause. Finally, we obtained 

sponsorship from a local dive shop in the form of a drysuit to give away in a draw, and this was the 

biggest single source of funding. Almost every club member became involved in the fundraising 

effort in some way either by donating, helping out with these events, or both. 

 

By the end of the year we were finally ready to replace the ailing Evinrude engine in time for our 

spring training trip in 2011.  

 

 

Regular Dive Sites in Dublin Bay  

Shore div ing 

Sandycove 

Grade: Trainee 

Depth: Up to 6 metres 

When: High Water 

 

For novices that have missed the novice trip this is 

traditionally where they first experience open water 

ŘƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŀƴŘȅ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ LǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǊacticing skills and is 

ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘƛǾŜǊ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘŜǎǘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ 

life this year it became a hot spot for night diving. Many divers got their first taste of night diving 

with some being rewarded with sights of octopuses and cuttlefish.   
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The Outfall (The Lady's Stairs)  

Grade: Trainee 

Depth: 10 - 12m 

When: High water slack 

 

CƛǾŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƴŘȅŎƻǾŜ ƛǎ ¢ƘŜ hǳǘŦŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǎƘƻǊŜ ŘƛǾŜ 

became quite popular this year. Its popularity was spear headed by a group of enthusiastic 

novices and slacker sports diver as an ideal spot for diving during the long summer evenings. 

Those who could turned up early to enjoy the sun and sea. As it is a shore dive with parking 

close by it became a staple post work dive for some.  

The dive itself is reached by a concrete walkway running out to sea. Finning out from here, 

depths of 10 to 12 metres can be found. The site is quite exposed to currents and so should be 

dived on slack water only. 

Instead of the sandy bottom found in Sandycove. The Outfall features some kelp which is often 

covered in nudibranchs as well as broken rocks and crevices where crabs and lobsters hide. 

Some divers have even seen congers lurking amongst the rocks.  

 

 

Boat Diving  

Muglins  

 

Grade: Ocean Diver 

Depth: 10 - 25 metres 

When: Slack 1.5 hrs before 

HW, approx 1.25 hour before 

or after LW  
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Traditionally this is the most dived site in Dublin Bay and is definitely our most dived site in 

Dublin Bay. It is an oval rock (about 250m long) just northeast of Dalkey Island. As with most 

Dublin Bay sites, this site is subject to strong currents and best dived at slack water. If the 

current is strong try and stay close to the rocks and stay shallow. However, just outside slack, it 

can make for a nice drift dive if the current is not too strong. The rock drops to about 25m and is 

full of nooks and crannies containing sponges, anemones, crabs and lobsters (by the dozen), 

conger eels, gunnels, dogfish, every kind of wrasse, bib, pollack, ling and plenty of seals. At the 

south end, deeper down, you can find anchors and other remains of shipwrecks. This fabulous 

dive is often overlooked but offers some of the best diving on the east coast - look out for young 

seals coming to play with divers in late July/August in particular. 

 

Dalkey Sound 

Grade: Ocean Diver 

Depth: 20 metres 

When: Off slack/mid-tidal range 

 

 

 

Dalkey Sound is where most new ocean divers get their first taste of a drift dive. This is often 

exciting when dived on springs. This fast drift dive like all drift dives requires a SMB and is often 

chosen as a dive site when diving on slack is not an option. The bottom is mostly sand but has 

Dalkey Sound, seen from Dalkey Island. Photo: DUSAC  
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the odd rocky outcrop.  You'll see lots of crabs and dogfish, and in the summer the bottom is 

often covered in a seething mass of brittlestars. 

 

SS Guide Me II 

Grade: Experienced Sports Diver 

Depth: 33 - 38 metres 

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW 

 

The Guide Me II is a favourite of experienced sports divers, encrusted with life and only 20 ς 30 

min from Dun Laoghaire. Due to its depth it is for experienced sports divers who are 

comfortable with a pony bottle only. While there should be little difference between it and 

diving the Leinster, with them being in similar depths; this is not the case. Divers joke that the 

DǳƛŘŜ aŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƭŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŘŀǊƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

condition and it has become a matter of pride amongst the boat handlers to find it through 

triangulation and back up with GPS. Divers descend via shot line onto the upper deck and can 

head off along the railings. The wreck is small enough that you can circumnavigate the whole 

wreck along the railings to safely arrive back to the shot line without clocking up huge amounts 

of deco. A really good torch and back up is a must for this dive. There are lobsters and crabs and 

plenty of fish, with shoals of whiting and bib hovering around the wheelhouse, and many 

congers - especially in the scour pit. 

 

RMS Leinster   

Grade: Experienced Sports Diver 

Depth: 33 metres 

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour 

before LW  
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The Leinster was one of a quartet of fast steamships named after Ireland's four provinces. 

She was sunk by a German U boat just three weeks after the end of the First World War. 

This historic ship, like the Guide Me II, is a must for experienced sports divers.  It is found 

only a 40 ς 50 min journey from Dun Laoghaire harbour however due to the fact it is subject 

to strong tidal currents and that lies in the path of the HSS car ferry it is a difficult dive to 

plan.  This dive is best dived on neap slacks. Like the Guide me II, once dropped in via shot 

line, divers can easily circumnavigate the wreck without running into deco. The bow stands 

proud of the seabed, a little apart from the rest of the wreck, which is largely collapsed and 

settling into the sands. When the visibility is good, there is plenty of marine life to see - 

shoals of fish, congers, etc. However, in poor visibility a distance line is required. 

HMS Vanguard 

Grade: Dive Leader 

Depth: 32-50 metres 

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW 

 

The Vanguard is fantastic example of the Victorian age of invention. This iron clad battleship was 

built at a time of great innovation and experimentation in warship design. This remarkably intact 

wreck lies shallow enough for experienced air divers and has been a perpetual favourite 

amongst the dive leaders in our club. As tales of the Guide Me II motivate ocean divers to 

progress along the ranks to sports diver, tales of the Vanguard motivate even the laziest sports 

diver. All in all, we're very lucky to have her on our doorstep. As with the Guide Me there are 

other wrecks of similar depth and condition but there is a huge difference between them and 

this wreck. Stories of this wreck are told around the bar on a Monday night as all the junior 

divers conjure up images of what it must be like, images of the Titanic looming out of the gloom 

as you approach it are not uncommon. 

Despite its popularity it is never dived in a blasé fashion. There are many open hatches and 

holes and visibility can be very challenging. It requires a lot of planning and must be dived on 

slack peripherally on neaps. Best visibility is on low water, just coming off neaps. As this ship is 

over a hundred years old it is protected under the National Monuments (Amendment) Acts 

1987 and 1994, meaning you need a license from the National Monuments Service to dive them. 

The Vanguard, though, is a superb dive and well worth the effort. 
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Further afield  

M.Y. Alastor, Ringhaddy Sound, Strangford Lough.  

 

Grade: Ocean Diver 

Depth: 20 metres 

When: Best 1hr and a half - 2hrs after Belfast HW/LW.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǾŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ōȅ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 5ǳōƭƛƴΦ hƴƭȅ н ѹƘǊΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǳōƭƛƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

favorite day trip and is usually the first dive ocean divers manage to organize. The Alastor itself was a 

luxury diesel yacht which was converted into a transport vessel during the Second World War. 

Surviving the war it sank under suspicious circumstances in 1946 while at Ringhaddy pier for 

repainting. It currently lies at 20 meter and is reachable by shore diving from Ringhaddy pier. To 

reach the wreck divers drop in at the edge of the pier and follow a cable out to the port side of the 

stern. The finning takes seven to ten minutes to reach the wreck, along the way one can see prawns 

nestled in old tractor tires, plenty of scallops, and even the odd pipe fish. On arrival one finds the 

wreck remarkably intact. There is a covered walk way which many people swim through and in one 

of the rooms the bath is visible. In the steam funnel, which is still erect, without fail one can find two 

conger eels. The wreck being 43m long can be circumnavigated and finned back to shore by divers 

who have low air consumption however many opt to spend as much time on the wreck as possible 

and instead fin back on the surface.  

The Novice Trip ɀ Kilkieran Bay, Galway  

This is by far the biggest and most fun trip of the year 

with over 60 divers taking over thirteen cottages in a 

holiday home estate in Galway. Older club members 

plan their holiday time around this trip. Tales of fun 

and craic that are had on this trip are told down the 

pub and at the fresher stands to entice new members 

and enhance enthusiasm in the club. Undertaking a trip 

of this magnitude is by no means an easy feat. Months 

of planning goes into organizing it even though over 

the years a PhD thesis sized document has been 

amassed giving clever hints and information on how 
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best to streamline and run the trip.  

Luckily despite the amount of work involved 

in the trip there is a long line of members, 

both new and old, who want to volunteer. 

Club members donate kit for the weekend so 

as to increase the maximum capacity of the 

trip, bottles, BCDs, wet suits and even two 

ribs are donated for the trip effort. As with 

most trips car pooling is organized, however on this trip the majority of the gear is carried in a van 

that is rented out for the occasion. As a result there is room for three people to be in each car. We 

specifically match new members with older so people will get to know each other better. Petrol 

receipts are taken from the drivers and reimbursements are given at the end of the trip. 

On this trip feeding an army of divers requires an army of cooks. Every year an over enthusiastic 

ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘƛǾŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōǳƭƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

the trip as well as all the catering supplies. It is by no means an easy task. They then organize it so 

everyone on the trip below a DL must cook breakfast and dinner at least once. A huge portion of the 

food is bought locally, we feel it is our way of giving back to the area that has served us so well over 

the years. 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ 

job but someone has to do it. This is a great way for older members to get to know the novices as 

this will be their first trip. A special effort is made to go to both local pubs, we warn them in advance 

so extra food and supplies are made available. The Ents officer has her hands full organizing different 

events each night. On the first dinner when people arrive in Kilkieran the Ents officer sets up the 

murder mystery game. This game is a bit like marmite with some avid supporters and some people 

without a proper sense of fun. In this game a person at random is chosen the murderer. The 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ άƪƛƭƭǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ōȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

ŘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŜƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƴ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ άŘŜŀǘƘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ όƴƻ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǊ ōƻŀǘ 

deaths allowed). After dinner people are allowed accuse people of being the murderer. Should he 

survive the trip without getting caught he wins. There are prizes for the winner and prizes for the 

most elaborately staged death. Normally at the start of the week people are not convinced but most 

people really get into the spirit once a few good deaths have occurred.  On the Thursday of the trip 

ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ Ŏƭǳō ōŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ 5¦{!/ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻŀǘ wŀŎŜέΦ CŀǊ 
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more prestigious than that silly trip down the 

Thames our boat race involves 5 teams: Novices, 

Crossovers, Sports Divers, Dive Leaders, 

Advanced Divers and the cheating Techies. Each 

team of five must have at least two girls and the 

rules are enforced by Ice Maidens who will pour 

a glass of ice down cheaters trousers. The first 

team to down five pints one after the other wins 

and is awarded the coveted Michael Keating 

Trophy donated by the illustrious Michael Keating who has just finished his 24th novice trip. On the 

Friday of the trip the cocktail party is organized which takes place in the holiday homes. Glow sticks, 

body paint and large speakers are brought out for this party. It is by far the best party of the trip 

with a delayed start to diving the next morning it is always a fun time.     

The whole point of the novice trip not just getting to know the new members of the club but rather 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŎƘŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻƭΣ to teach them the practicallites 

of a trip that ƻƴŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƻƻƭ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǎƭƛǇ 

motivating ones buddy. Sports divers write up and marshal the dives, this gives them essential 

experience and frees up the Dive Leaders and Advanced Divers to be buddies with the novices. The 

ƴƻǾƛŎŜǎ ƎŜǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǾŜǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ on dinner or breakfast duty and by 

the end of the trip most are qualified Ocean Divers or are only a few assesments off. 

 

Inish boffin (10 th ɀ 17 th July) 

 

One of the major trips this year was the 

weeklong trip to Inishbofin, an island 

off Galway. Eoin Kearney, who started 

this year as a novice, organized this 

trip. We charted a boat through John 

McCabe of Islands West, ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ 

difficult to get a club boat there,. He 

was an amazing skipper who brought 
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us to whatever site we wanted and to other 

amazing new sites the club had never been to.  

We had 15 dives that week including two awe 

inspiring night dives, during one of which a lobster 

was spotted running with a crab in its mouth. 

There were other amazing scenic dives with divers 

hovering beside a wall at 35m looking down into 

the abyss of past 50m.  

The highlight of the trip for me was the last dive. 

We were dropped in and as I made my descent my 

buddy stopped above me to equalise her ears, 

while waiting I saw a hole that looked like a burrow 

5m away in the sand and went over to it. When I reached the whole I saw what looked like a flat fish 

initially though I knew there was something odd about it. I signalled to my buddy to come have a 

look she came closer to me but couldn't see what I was looking at so I pointed it out again, she saw it 

and was about to dismiss it as a flat fish but then a tentacle appeared and slowly tentacle by tentacle 

an it made its way out, it took around two minutes before it was fully out an octopus. It seemed to 

just stare at us for a while as curious about us as we were of it, until other divers approached at it 

fled from the beam of one of their torches. We followed it for a bit watching the amazing way it 

swam through the water until it shot some ink and we decided to leave it in order not to stress the 

creature. On the same dive shortly after seeing the octopus I saw a huge Thornback Ray take off 

from the sand and flap its way through the water and later an aged monster crayfish and a conger 

eel. Even if the dive had ended straight after seeing the octopus it would have been my best dive 

yet! But to have seen both an octopus and a ray on the one dive made it one I will probably never 

beat.  

Crossover Trip to Killary Harbor (22 nd ɀ 25 th October)  

Each autumn DUSAC runs its second largest training trip of 

the year, during which we bring our new crossover members 

(those who already hold a diving qualification) away to 

introduce them to Irish diving. This year we went to Killary in 
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north-west Co. Galway. Killary is Ireland's only fjord and is extremely sheltered from wind, 

making it a very suitable place to dive at this time of the year when weather can be 

unpredictable. The trip was co-organised by Paul Hickey, our assistant Equipments 

Officer/Safety Officer and Eoin Kearney. 

 

We brought over 30 divers, including six new crossovers (Shannon, Sean, Chris, Mary, Lydia 

and Ruth). We all stayed in the Killary Adventure Centre, a large hostel just outside of the 

village of Leenaun. We all arrived after dark on Friday evening but got up bright and early at 

8am for breakfast and spectacular views of the sun rising over the mountains. 

  

First order of the day was to drive to the slip and launch the 

boats. On the trip was our club boat Mariana and two of our 

members' privately owned boats, Tornado and Ribcraft. 

Once all three boats were in safely instructors set about 

briefing the new club members and we set out to dive. Due 

to the number of divers on the trip, six waves ran during the 

day to get everybody out for two dives. Despite some rain showers, conditions were good 

and everybody enjoyed themselves. Around lunchtime the UCD sub-aqua club, who were 

also down for the weekend, arrived and did some shore diving. Their compressors had 

broken down but we had extra compressor capacity so they were able to use ours. 

 

Before sunset we moored the boats, packed the compressors up and 

returned to the hostel for dinner. After dinner, the really important part of 

the trip began - people started to get into their fancy dress costumes for the 

night out in Leenaun. We had some very impressive efforts, as did UCD. 

Everyone was ready in time for the bus and we all headed down together. 



Dublin University Sub-Aqua Club      Heinke Trophy 
Application  

2010  

 

36 | P a g e 
 

 

Some might say that diving has no element of competition but anyone in Leenaun at 

12:30am last Sunday morning knows different. John McManus led us all in rousing song as 

we staged the annual boat race with two teams of seven each from UCD and DUSAC (five 

men and two women per team). As with last year DUSAC led from the start with Laura 
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Mulhair's strong performance and finished with a commanding lead. 

Sunday dawned with a cloudless sky, cold and without a breath of wind. Driving to the slip 

was almost like being in the Alps. Again we dived all day in waves, and we ran some rescue 

skills lessons. On Sunday and Monday Daniel Schultz and Niamh McDermott completed SD 

rescue skills lessons, Orla Keane her Dive Leader rescue skills lesson and Laura Mulhair 

finished her Advanced Diver rescue skills lesson. Numerous other skills lessons were 

conducted in shotline recovery, surface rescue skills and distance line skills, making it a very 

successful training trip.  

 

On Monday, the final day of the trip, the wind had risen to close to gale force, but we were 

able to dive regardless because of the sheltered nature of the site. Diving was finished by 

3pm, the boats were retrieved, and we set off back to Dublin, tired and salty but happy. The 

crossover trip is normally DUSAC's last proper trip away of the year, other than occasional 

day trips. This trip was a great end to the 2010 diving season. Well done everyone.  
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New Years trip Kilkieran Bay, Leitirmor, Galway (28 th Dec ɀ 3rd  Jan) 

This was our first trip of the year and by far the coldest with water temperatures of as low as 5°C this 

was one only for the hardy dry suit divers who were too impatient to wait for the full diving season 

to start. We dove in the same place as the novice trip as a result a variety of sheltered, low stress, 

dive sites were available. As Topknot as mentioned earlier was out of action only one boat was taken 

 

Easter Trip, Lough Hyne, Cork, (3 rd  ɀ 6th  April)  

hƴŜ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦŜǿ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǿƛƭŘ life parks one would assume that this would be a regular club trip, 

however, it took a new ocean diver, with an inhuman level of enthusiasm, to finally organize a trip to 

this spectacular sight. Lough Hyne is mostly cut off from the sea bar a small channel. As a result the 

wildlife has evolved to live in brackish water. Its protected status as a wild life park has allowed life 

ǘƻ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻ ƎƛƎŀƴǘƛŎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƭƻōǎǘŜǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ά.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘέ ŀƴŘ 

ά¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ in the Lough for over 20 years. 

 

Achill Island, Mayo (1 st ɀ 3rd  May) 

Despite the upcoming University exams we headed off to Achill Island for the May Bank holiday 

weekend.  Achill is home to Bills Rock, one of the most famous dive sites in Ireland but also 

notoriously difficult to dive due to their exposed nature.  We dived with Joe Carey of the Achill Dive 

Centre.  While we were treated to three days of glorious sunshine (a rarity on the West Coast of 

Ireland) the weather conditions were not conducive to diving Bills Rock.  Despite that we still had 

some beautiful dives around Inishgalloon Island and even managed a hike through a deserted village 

and down to the beach. 

 

 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ 0ÏÉÎÔȟ $ÏÎÅÇÁÌȟ ɉςρst ɀ 23 rd  May) 

Normally stress free shore-diving, this trip has become a staple in the club that has grown in 

popularity over the years. As it was the first dive of the summer months a heroic forty four people 

came on the trip. The fantastic trip organizer managed to find four separate types of 

accommodation to allow such numbers.  The most common dive is a wall covered in jewelled 
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anemones which is fantastic but for those that dive it year in year out it seldom throws up surprises, 

however this year was truly exceptional as basking sharks were spotted.   

 

Valentia, Kerry, (4 th ɀ 9th June) 

 

Sometimes everything goes against you. And this trip was definitely one of those times.  Valentia 

island off Kerry is by no means easy to get to but it usually well worth the long drive. With the 

Skelligs, UNESCO world heritage monastic islands, close enough to dive off and some of the dive 

sites being featured in National Geographic one can usually expect top class diving. We did get one 

amazing dive out on the Skelligs, and almost ran over a basking shark on the way there. However, 

this year one of the two boats on the trip, Topknot, had major engine trouble. It required a tow back 

to the harbour and was out of action for the rest of the trip. To ensure that everyone got some 

diving the dive plan was changed to close in diving in Valentia harbour.  Thankfully the exquisitely 

tasty Valentia Island Farmhouse Ice cream cheered us up.  
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Blasket Islands, Kerry ( 4 th ɀ 7th June) 

 

This was set up as an alternative trip for those unlucky enough to miss out on the Valentia trip. It too 

was based in Kerry but it was based on the Dingle peninsula. As both of the boats were in Valentia a 

chartered boats was hired. Each day we left Dingle harbour to dive and were followed out of the 

harbour by the resident bottle nose dolphin Fungi. Once at the Blasket Islands, one of which was 

owned by the notoriously corrupt Taoiseach Charlie Haughy, we were treated to the second sighting 

of basking sharks of the season. It truly was a fantastic trip and my personal favourite of the year.  
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Fethard, Wexford, (23 rd  ɀ 25 th July) 

 

Diving sites around Hook Head offer 

some of the best diving in Ireland. Only 

two hours away from Dublin it's easy to 

get to and all you need to worry about is 

Slade Harbour and the tides! Luckily, by 

pure chance, the tides were perfect for 

this weekend in July. The weather was 

pretty rough on Saturday morning so we 

went to 3 mile rock (15-35m). Shoals of 

fish swam around us and there was an 

amazing variety of life including plenty of brill and wrasse. Never having dived around Fethard 

before I didn't realise this was to be the least interesting of the dives! We attempted to find the 

wreck, The Minesweeper, which lies in roughly 20m of water. The first buddy pair found it and the 

second pair (which included me!) got dropped practically on it. There was a bit of silt kicked up 

which made it hard to see which may explain why I saw a very large conger lunging at my face. It 

seems it was attracted by my torch and didn't realise I was not a tasty fish until the last minute. 

There were numerous evil looking congers lurking under the wreck with plenty of bib flitting around. 

In the boiler there are lots of little holes which housed tompot blenny after tompot blenny with a 

squat lobster for variety every so often. The visibility was fairly good and we were dead lucky to find 

it. The wreck is surrounded by sand so it's not like you can go look at something else if you miss it. 

The second day we headed out to the Girl Arleen, the weather was perfect and with a new engine on 

one of our boats (it's first trip..) we practically flew out to it. The first buddy pair came up raving 

about an octupus and had plenty of photographic evidence! The visibility was amazing, the life was 

insane! There are so many bib swimming around there that you can't see your buddy sometimes, 

even though they're a metre from you. Got a tour of the engine room with the toilet on the ceiling as 

well. My buddy went mental pointing at the plainest fish I'd ever seen, turned out to be a cod and 

then we saw the John Dories! I'd never seen them before and they just aren't the same as in dive 
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books. They're so slow and calm. They look 

like ornaments rather than fish. No octopus 

on the nets for me though. I found it quite 

ironic that all around the wreck are fishing 

nets which have now become the home for 

hundreds of fish but whose original 

purpose was to catch them. The second 

dive was similarly brilliant and I got another 

chance to see the John Dories. The Girl 

Arleen lies in roughly 28m of water. Our 

accommodation was lovely as well, it was someone's holiday home, rather than a complex of 

cottages, but it fit 8 people and someone camped in the garden. It was a fantastically cheap trip as 

well. It was a small trip which helped in terms of organisation but this year I'm sure we could bring 

both boats down and have more people. This area is Sports Diver paradise. 

Slieve League, Donegal , (30th July ɀ 2nd August)  

 The Slieve League cliffs are amongst the highest sea cliffs in Europe, almost 600 metres high 

and pretty spectacular. There was diving right the way along them, much suitable for ocean 

divers, with caves for beginners, as well as a few forty metre drop-offs for more the 

experienced divers. The water was very clear and there's lots of life about. While it's a long 

drive, the beautiful area and nearby non-tidal sites make for a great trip. 
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Lough Hyne II , Cork ( 6 th ɀ 9th August)  

 

Tales of the fantastic diving that was had in Lough Hyne during the Easter trip spread around our 

club like wild fire. As a result a second trip was organized by the same person, now a sports diver, 

who organized the Easter trip. As was predicted fantastic diving was had, Breakfast and Thursday 

made appearance to welcome us back.  

 

Doolin, Clare, (6 th ɀ 8th August)  

Truly one of the most spectacular views in Ireland is of the Cliffs of Moher. From Doolin in Clare we 

charted a rib to dive off these fantastic cliffs. It certainly was an epic experience, however as we 

needed to chart a boat it was more expensive than previous years.  

Muckross Head, Donegal, (26 th  ɀ 29 th August)  

{ƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘƛǾŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ overlooked. This was the first time the dive club 

visited this site. Spear headed by long time member Amanda Rhynehart this was a fun and 

interesting trip. It will no doubt become a club favourite in the future. 
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Stags of Broadhaven, Mayo, (27th ɀ 29 th August)  

 

The Stags of Brodhaven of the coast of Mayo are Cathedral like pinnacles that are truly awe 

inspiring. This is the second year running we have come to this dive site using the charter boat 

company Dulra. The boat is owned by a marine biologist and run by an RNLI member and personally 

is one of the most professional and knowledgeable oǳǘŦƛǘǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘΦ 

As it was a chartered hard-boat it was a very stress free weekend with lunches being spent on the 

boat and brief trips across to the islands. As there was only a limited number of places on this trip it 

filled up in a record of 3hrs when announced by email. Those lucky few who managed to get on the 

trip were not disappointed with lunch spent snorkelling with seals and spinner dolphins spotted on 

the way out.  

Baltimore, Cork , (17 th ɀ 19 th September)  

Baltimore is a small village in West Cork and is one of the southern-most places in Ireland. 

The diving here is among the best in Ireland and it is a regular club trip destination during 

the summer months. Roaringwater Bay lies between Crookhaven to the West and Baltimore 
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to the South-East and includes the "Carberry 100 Isles" and it is these islands that offer the 

varied and sheltered diving which makes this area so attractive. It is also these islands that 

also make for the many wrecks in the area. 

Baltimore is an ideal base for diving the area. There are a variety of dive sites ranging from 

shore dives for the absolute novice to demanding dives off the famous Fastnet Rock 12km 

out to sea.  

Clare Island (1 st ɀ 3rd  October)  

This was the last trip of the year and was a trip into unknown territory. For his final AD assessment 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aŎaǳƭƭŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ /ƭŀǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ /ƭŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 

cost of Mayo. Unfortunately weather forced a change in plans requiring a switch to Clew Bay. Clew 

Bay provided a useful alternative as the strong south westerlies prevented us from reaching the 

islands.  The advice we received was that there are reefs off Old Head in Clew Bay which are 

"supposed" to be nice dives in 13-18m and there is a rock called the "perch" north east of Old Head 

marked by a green buoy with depths down to 27m. In practice we explored several reefs which were 

found to be mediocre and missed the "perch". As a result we drove to nearby Killary Harbour for the 

second day of diving to salvage the trip 

 

Scientific Expeditions ɀThe Great Mussel Hunt 
 

At the end of August 2010 we were contacted by a former member of our club, Dr. Brian Quinn (now 

of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology), through the zoology department of our university.  He 

is supervising a PhD student who is carrying out a project investigating the purity of water in 

different parts of the country through mussels. The mussels are kept in cages in the water column. 

One of the three cages in Dublin Bay had been untied accidentally by a Dublin Port worker. We were 

more than happy to help out. We take every opportunity to help out our university as, although 

these dives are never very scenic, they are always entertaining. In this case we had to go to the 

control tower in Dublin Port to get clearance to do the 3m dive. The first time we tried we 

discovered that our divers and cox were not sufficient personnel according to the rules of Dublin 

Port. We returned a few days later with more people on board our RIB and got clearance to do the 

dive. In a roaring current with terrible visibility two of us lowered ourselves down the stilts of a light 
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house to collect the errant cage. Fortunately it had caught onto the other cages so rescuing it and 

ǊŜŀǘǘŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀƎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ 

having a good laugh as they handed us cable tie after cable tie.  

I later received a phone call from the PhD student to get details of where we had found the cage as 

there were ground dwelling fish in the cage which was not ideal as the study was specifically 

designed for the water column. She did decide that the data was useable in the end however, so our 

little expedition did help. We got plenty of radio practice staying in touch with the control tower so 

that we could safely cross the main channel into the port. It was a very interesting evening all told, 

and best of all we got to help out the zoology department and one of our former members. 

General Branch Activities  
 

Branch Meetings  

The majority of club announcements and club information is disseminated via the club mailing list. 

As are result there are no general weekly club meetings. The majority of face to face club business, 

such as paying for courses, takes place on a Monday nighǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōΣ hΩbŜƛƭƭǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ǊƻƻƳǎ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉǳō ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻŀǘ wŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

committee usually meets on a Monday in Trinity and as a result the committee are always at the 

pub. The Annual general meeting takes place in April, at this club meeting a new committee is 

elected and any amendments to our club constitution occur. 

Social & Fundraising  
 

Along with diving, there is a great social aspect to the club.  

Promoting the Club on Campus  

 

FresheǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 

members of the club got up early each morning to bag a desirable spot in Front Square at Trinity and 

set up the stand. Along with having a stand, we also showed off one of our boats behind it. Flyers 

and pens were given out to entice students to sign up. Hugh Barry put on a scuba kit and walked 

around the square ushering bewildered students over to the stand to see what all this diving malarky 



Dublin University Sub-Aqua Club      Heinke Trophy 
Application  

2010  

 

47 | P a g e 
 

ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ CǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŀǎ a success where we promoted the club on campus and got a huge 

interest from students ς much more than our quota allowed for. 

Along with the various events throughout the year, a new batch of club clothing was organised by 

Hilary to promote the club around campus, raise funds for the club and keep our lovely divers warm 

when out of semi-drys and dry suits. A competition was held to design a new logo for the club to be 

printed on hoodies and t-shirts. Trevor Woods came up with the winning design and is now a piece 

ƻŦ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀǊǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ ϵомл ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ  

 

New Members 

 To welcome new members into the club, we had a Welcome Night where the Diving Officer 

Caitriona McLean gave a presentation on the activities of the club, and what training and diving new 

members would get to experience in the first year of their membership. After the talk, potential new 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ Ŏƭǳō ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩs pub afterwards. 

Integrating New Members  

Sign-up night hŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ CǊŜǎƘŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ and new members were 

ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ Ǉƛƴǘ ƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩs pub afterwards where they got to meet fellow newbies and older 

members of the club.  

Monday nights are seen as club nights where club members meet ǳǇ ƛƴ hΩbŜƛƭƭΩs pub located beside 

the college.  Conversations of recent diving trips, diving equipment and gear, along with recent social 

events (and everything else) take place here. It is a great way for new members to ask questions and 

find out more about diving and trips in an informal environment.  

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ΨtŀǾ ƴƛƎƘǘΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Pavillion student bar focusing specifically on new 

members. It allowed new trainees and cross-overs to get to know each other and other members of 

the club. 
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Fundr aising Events 

Our annual Fin Swim and Dalkey Island BBQ had to be cancelled due to atrocious weather at the 

start of July. 

We managed to get the Fin Swim happening later on in July. Eight brave finners managed to swim 

the 1km along Dalkey {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ aŀƴŜ ƧŜƭƭȅŦƛǎƘ ǎǘƛƴƎǎΦ ϵсмл ǿŀǎ 

raised for the club. 20% of the total amount was donated to the RNLI.    

  

Dalkey Island BBQ Take II happened in early September. Unfortunately, the heavens opened on the 

morning and the island was a soggy mess. Our Equipments Officer, Muriel Gallagher saved the day 

by having a semi indoor BBQ at her own house nearby. Everybody got full with food thanks to our 

chefs on the day, Laura Nolan and Eoin Kearney. We headed on into Dublin City to dance off all the 

ŎŀƭƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƴŜŀǊ 9ƴǘǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ IƛƭŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ 

free sausages and burgers meanǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜŘ ϵннл ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ At the end of October, 

ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ wŀŎŜ bƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ 

ƎŀƭƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩ ǊŀŎŜǎ ŦƛƭƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ ! ΨŎǊŀōΩ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀ ΨŦǊǳƛǘǎ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΩ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ΨƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƎōȅ ǇƛǘŎƘ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ 

ƛƴ ŦƛƴǎΩ ǊŀŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ōŜǘǎ ƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎǳǊŜ 

ōŜǘΩΗ ϵмрл ǿŀǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 

To ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƛƴ aŜǎǎǊǎ aŀƎǳƛǊŜΩǎ ǇǳōΦ ¢ƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ 

the club, we had a raffle and prizes included a free Novice trip and a beautiful photographic print of 

Skellig Rock taken by one of the members of the club, Cosmo. The winner of the free Novice trip, 

/ƛŀǊŀƴ {ƳȅǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƛȊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ϵолл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ 

As previously stated, club clothing raised over 300 euro for the club. 
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Other social events  

In May, we kicked off the new Ents officerȭÓ ÒÅÉÇÎ ÂÙ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ Á ÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ Á ÌÏÃÁÌ ÂÁÒ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

college. It doubled as goodbye drinks for two members of the club, Anna and Ian, who were 

going away travelling and also for one of our International members, Maureen, who was 

returning to the US after a year studying at Trinity College. It allowed newer members of the 

club get acquainted with older members. 

 

7Å ÈÁÄ Á ÃÉÎÅÍÁ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ !ÕÇÕÓÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÃÅÎÅ ÇÏÉÎÇȢ 7Å 

viewed Piranha 3D ɀ which had some nice underwater diving shots. 

 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢/5 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǾΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ 

you to the members of the Trust. The Trinity Trust kindly donated money to help the club buy a new 

engine for one of our boats, Mariana. We also celebrated our commendation from BSAC for our 

Heinke Trophy application. We had drinks and finger food and headed on out into the city for some 

dancing afterwards.  

 

Publicity  

Lecture Series 

 

For the last two years DUSAC has hosted a series of talks on diving related topics. In 2009/2010 

these were technical diving talks and they were very successful, but for the winter 2010/2011 talks 

we decided to run the talks on topics of interest to recreational divers.  

 

It's much easier for DUSAC to run this sort of event than most diving clubs, as we are lucky enough 

to have access to large lecture halls in the centre of a city, easily accessible by public transport. 

Running these talks is a small service we can perform for the Irish diving community. It's good for 

DUSAC to help us form connections with other diving clubs too - we're very much on our own as a 

BSAC club in Dublin so this is always a challenge for us. 

 

We wanted more of the members of DUSAC to attend the talks than had been the case the previous 

year, and we wanted the events to be higher profile on the university campus - if more students 



Dublin University Sub-Aqua Club      Heinke Trophy 
Application  

2010  

 

50 | P a g e 
 

know about the club it makes it easier for us to recruit new members. We also wanted to use the 

talks to help raise money for charity, and finally, to help raise funds for the club (2010 was an 

expensive year with the club purchasing two new boat engines and a replacement boat trailer). 

 

The talks that we ran included Nigel Motyer on biodiversity and underwater photography in early 

November; Rory Golden on being part of expeditions to the wreck of the Titanic in mid-November; 

and Dr Tom Doyle on jellyfish in the Irish Sea (this was originally scheduled for early December but 

was postponed to January due to the severe weather in December).  

 

 

 

Nigel Motyer's talk wowed the club with images of marine life from Dublin and other parts of Ireland 

- some were shots of rare creatures such as salps, and some, such as a wonderful close up of a sea-

anemone ingesting a particle of food were a new take on common sights. He also managed to cover 

an enormous amount of information about the biology and behaviour of these creatures. Our new 






