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A Personal View: By Stephen Collis
{GFNOAY3 dzyAGSNEAGE Oly Ffgleéa o6S | atAakKifte R
into the unknown and taking a leap of faith. | took that leap of faith and ended up at the bottom of
the ocean and hamg some of the greatest moments of my life during the last three years. | am in
my third year of university studying Zoology and with one year to go | am so glad that | decided to

join DUSAC in my first year.

Three years ago when | walked into c8llE  RdzZNAy 3 FTNBAKSNDRa 6SS1T L 1Y
to do and that was join the sub aqua club. | had dived before in Ireland when | did the PADI Open
water course a few years previous and in Thailand when | did their Advanced Open water course.
When | frst experienced the underwater world | had always wanted to turn a rare occurrence into a

weekly spectacle so | felt joining a club in university would be an excellent idea to achieve my goal.

L ONRaaSR 2@SNJ) G2 hOSI y haSeht@dbtent all yfRhe difey | didK 2 dz3 K
anyway. | remember sitting in one of the early lectures and realised with BSAC that | had so much to
fSENY FYyR L ¢la SIFE3ISNI (G2 R2 a2d® ¢KS 20KSNJ GNI Ay
other membes of the club as they were just teachers in our eyes. They would encourage us to go to
GKS OfdzQad UGNIRAGAZ2YIE a2yRIF& YSSiAy3a aLRiz hQ
FdzaS ¢S TSt 6SQR KIFI@S y2 2ySKG2 {iAY$§ 22 dzAF|
S adaNB L 62y Qi KIFI@S YAadaaSR lye az2yRlIe&o

(0]
Y|

- v
X< O

My first trip away with the club was in October 2009 and it was to Sheephaven in Donegal. In
DUSAC people buddy up to car pool to the various destinations in order to save on fuejiee to
LIS2LX S 6K2 OFyQi RNAGS GNIyaLRNI® L gl a Lidzi oA
night and during the three hour journey | got to know him but | was still slightly nervous about
meeting the other members of the club because I reallyRly Qi 1y 26 6KI G G2 SELISO
into the cottages that we rented out | was surprised by the warm welcome that | received and this

made me really excited about my first dive with the club.

After the trip | had made so many friends and it madeializing with the club a whole lot easier
YR L YIRS AG Yé Rdzié G2 FLIISFENI AY hQbSAftfQa S
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club I ascended from Ocean diver to Sports diver and along the way | gained so many friends and
fantastic memoris, one of which was the whole club attacking a pifiata outside of a pub at about

midnight one Summers evening. In my secon

year | really wanted to help out more and mor
because | really got so much from the club in
first year. | did shore cover durimmpol sessions,
helped our entertainment officer with the
Christmas party and even organised food fq
around 50 divers every night for a week for th
Of dzo Qa b2OAOSKE¢ENI AYSS
year | joined the committee and became the

membership secrary.

As | look back on it now DUSAC has made my college experience extra special. | would have never
SELISOGSR GKIFG Ay Yeé GAYS Ay 02fttS53S8 GKIFIG LQR 3A
people how to dive in the pool or even leaton drive a boat. | also would have never expected
myself as a person to change with the help of the club. Three years ago | would have been called a
GSNE &aKeé LISNB2Y odzi y2¢ LQY | LAYSFLILI S aiy3aiy3

the club accepted me for who | am and encouraged me just to be me!

5|Page
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Membership

Numbers

The Dublin University Sub Aqua Club has currently 114 members. These members range from
students of Trinity College Dublin, staff members to graduates. DU&$\64 student members and

50 graduate/staff members; with students out numbering everyone else you can really call this a
university club. This year DUSAC obtained 48 new members, 32 trainees and 16 crossovers who

varied in their previous diving abilityubwere all welcomed with open arms.

The club began its life being mainly comprised of Zoologists but now has a diverse collection of
people from many different ways of life. Today we have people studying medicine to fully fledged
doctors, engineertsdents to engineers, teaching students to teachers and the list goes on and on.
With our members being from nearly every aspect of life, anyone looking for help with almost
anythinghay Qi (22 FIN (2 221 ®

The club is also lucky to have members eagerly waiting to return. Many go away for a year or two
to travel or work and are always emailing the membership secretary to ensure they can still renew

when they get back.

Snorkling

There is no official snkel wing of the club, howevesnorkelling is a very important aspect of the
training andas our club is fubf true semiaquatic membersit features on nearly every club trigll
members are encouraged to bring a snorkad t is considered the fun wato spend ones surface
intervalesped I t £ &8 AT GKSNB AayQd | GNARLI 6101 G2- GKS
boat dives.Those that scoff at the idea of bringing a snorkel alonglives often miss out on some

of the most memorable agets of a trip. On more than one trip this year basking sharks were
spotted. It truly a badge of honour to be able to say one swam with dolphins, seals, or sharks (albeit

the toothless kind) and this aspect of our club is heavily promoted during the Bh@ ¥ | A NJD

6| Page
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We also have a charity fin swim every year to raise money for the club and thevRibl.lcoincides

with aannualBBQ on Dalkey Islandowever, this yearwr annual Fin Swim and Dalkey Island BBQ

had to be cancelled due to atrocious weathértlae start of JulyWe managed to get the Fin Swim
happening later on in July. Eight brave finners managed to swim the 1km along Dalkey Sound and
a2YSK2g YIyFr3aSR (G2 SalOlLlS [A2yQa alyS 2Stfefrak

total amountwas donated to the RNLI.

7|Page
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Promotion
Every year the club makes its presence felzhA Y 3 ¢ NA Yy A (i &QNVeeR fTHSI®BQ & CNB

main way to promote the club and get new trainees and crossovers. Each year we bring out one of

our ribs in order to attract a lot of attentiorklyers are available explaining about the club, what we

do, the fees, personal equipment nded, and dates and locations for our diwe, Q+A session and
signupnight ¢ KA & @SFNJ ¢S dziAf AaSR GKS CNBaKSNRa LI O a
catching stand which allowed out members to really convince people that our club is thelrbest

addition to thestand the club made a small brochure which gave any interested people a view into

what our club can offer them and how the club can help then take the plunge.

S
—

In the first week of term we also run a short talk and Q+A session dbewiub, given by the Diving
Officer, where those who are interested in joining can come along, see what it's all about (including
lots of pretty underwater photos) and ask any questions they have. We advertise this on the freshers
stand, and on a few tgetted posters round campus (zoology building, the sports centre, the main

restaurant).

We use our website, email list and facebook groups to try and encourage existing members to let
their friends know about the club and attend the try dive and Q+&velt and as mentioned above,

we email prospective members about these events.

8| Page
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This year we also organised a Try Dive in the college pool and to promote this the club made posters

to publicize the event. Every person who tried it sung its praisés mvany joining the club soon
FFaGSN®Y 28 FStG GKS ¢NB 5A0S s1-a Ly SEOSttSyd 41
year we are already thinking of what bizarre things we can do to promote and entice hew members

into the waters of Ireland!

Administration

Branch organisation and committee meetings
Running a club with 114 members, who did ov&0D,dives in 2010and trained 32 novices and 16

crossoversis a daunting task. Efficient administration is keyhe smooth running of the club and a
hard-working and capable committee is crucial. Luckily our club is blessed with an inordinate
number of enthusiastic volunteers and there is competition to be on the DUSAC committee every
year. The current commie consists of 11 members (more about them anon). Each committee
member has a specific role to play in the running of the clilieir role is documented both in the

club constitution and in a brief which is available on the DUSAC committee google docs site
Incoming committee members must also receive a formal handover from the incumbent and all
documentation is handed over along with any insights the incumbent gleamed over the year.
Despite the fact that DUSAC is a University club the retention ratenéonbers is extremely high

and so there are always plenty of experienced members around for the committee to tap for advice!
Committee meetings are held as needed, which in 2010 worked out as approximately once every
three weeks. Meetings are held on canspin Trinity College and always took place on a Monday
evening, which is our club evening. The agenda for the committee meetings are circulated before
the meeting by our eveefficient chair. The meetings generally last one to-and-a-half hours and

cover everything from membership to training to recruitment to equipment servicing to fundraising
to finances. Although each committee member has a defined role and areas of responsibility they
update other committee members on their area so the whole cattea stays upto-date on a

range of issues. All documentation is stored on the DUSAC google docwisil aids the
information sharing process. Decisions at committee level are made by a show of hands with
everything being recorded by our trusty setary. After the committee meeting the secretary

circulates the minutes.

Club rules and AGM
The rules governing DUSAC are set out in our constitution which is available to all club members on

the DUSAC website. Any proposed amendments to the conetitotust be submitted in writing to

9| Page
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the club secretary or chair at least 10 days prior to the AGM. Our AGM takes place in April each year
and so the club year runs from m#pril, when we elect a new committee, until migpril the
following year. Therefe 2010 began and ended with different committee members at the helm.
The date of the AGM is mailed out to all club members a month in advance so they can put it into
their diaries. At this time constitutional amendments can be submitted as can nonmsé&to club
positions. At the AGMhe initial report is given by the Diving Offic@hiscovers all aspects of club
diving, including the number of dives done by club members and their location. The Training Officer
updates the club on the number of new Ocean Divers trained, the number of people who advanced
a diving grade, the number of nelmat handlers and any skills developments courses ran. Next up
the equipments officer updates the club on any new equipment purchased or decommissioned and
yeg SldALlYSYyd A&dadzSa ¢S KIFIR RdNAy3a GKS &SI N |
affairs, how much money was taken in, how much was spent and on what and the current financial
outlook. Once the reporting is finished the new committee is elected. In order to sit on the DUSAC
committee a member must be nominated and seconded by club beem If more than one club
member is nominated for a committee position then the committee member is elected by secret
ballot. Some positions are not up for election, the incoming Diving Officer is appointed by the
outgoing Diving Officer and the incamgi Diving Officer gets to choose their Training Officer. The
Assistant Equipments Officer is promoted to Equipments Officer and they also can select their
assistant. All other positions are electable positions. Once the new committee is elected any
proposed constitutional amendments are voted on. Proposed amendments are circulated to all club
members via the DUSAC mailing list in advance of the AGM. Amendments cannot subsequently be
altered at the AGM and the submitted wording must be voted on by avsbbhands. Any other

business is then discussed before the club retiresnasse to the nearest pub!

Subscriptions and Fundraising
The recruitment of a new cohort of novices and crossovers coincides with the start of the new

academic year. Thiswa®adza @ GAYS 2F @SIFNJ ¥F2NJ 0KS O2YYA(lGSS
CNRYyUG {ljdzz NB RdzZNAYy3I CNBAKSNDa ¢SS71 (G2 LINRY2GS 0
were inundated with volunteers to man the stand and we had people there every dayBfFK S N &
week. We also had much appreciated help from BSAC HQ. This year we raomrsgt where

we spoke to students interested in joining the club about what is involved in the training, how the

club functions and showed them a slideshow of theaaing underwater sights of Ireland. This year,

Fda AY 20KSNJ &@8SIFNBRZ 6S RARYQG KIF@S | LINBOfSY FAfLf

when existing members must renew their membership. Collecting membership forms, medical

10| Page
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forms and cal hard cash from 114 members was a thankless task but one look at the DUSAC bank
balance at the end of November made it all worthwhile. 2010 was an expensive year for DUSAC as
our two RIBs, Topknot and Mariana both required replacement engines. We anagldra special

effort fundraising, which was spearheaded by our Ents Officer Hilary and our Ordinary member Jim.
The fundraising events included a sponsored fin swim in Dalkey sound which is described above. We
also organised branded club clothing, a&ce night, club calendars, a raffle (with a Northern Diver
drysuit, donated by Northern Diver and Flagship Scuba as the prize!) and a Table Quiz. As with all
club fundraising events a significant proportion of money raised was donated to charity. 0na201

AY HnngpZ ¢S 2NHIFIYAaSR I ydzYoSNJ 2F RAGAY3A ASYAY
appetite for diving. This year we had a talk from the underwater photographer Nigel Moyter
(accompanied by a selection of his most awesome photographs). $dehad a talk from Rory
Golden about diving the wreck of the Titanic to retrieve artefacts and historic items and a talk from
Dr. Tom Doyle of University College Cork on his fascinating research into jellyfish populations in the

Irish Sea (check otnttp://www.jellyfish.ie/index.asp. All talks were open to DUSAC members and

non-members alike and attracted a plethora of ndiving marine enthusiasts. At each talk a

O2ftt SOGA2Y F2NI I KEKNOR (&I &8 FY HIRKS® & LISy (S g0S NI A
YR GKS LNARAK /I yOSNI {20ASGeo CAylLftte | y2044S 2°
only member without a clearly defined role the ordinary member can occasionally be forgoiten. J

was actively involved in all fundraising events, never missed a committee meeting, despite a

demanding medical student career and has spent many hours compiling this Heinke application.

Committee

Chair z Laura Nolan
This position is one responsibler fthe overall running of the clubs

non diving matters. This means organizing committee meetin

grant applications, dealing with the college, and generally mak
everything run smooth. The only person with the military disciplii
required for this rolewas long time member Laura Nolan. For yea
aKSQa 0SSy 2yS 2F UKS yzad I}

teacher like discipline makes sure everything runs smoothly.

11| Page
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Diving Officer z Caitrona McLean

To take on the responsibility of being chair one neé&ade

crazy but to take on the immense level of work required to
diving officer a special sort of insanity coupled with an imme
level of dedication is required, and as the position must be hg
by an AD one would think such a person would be a rogthilg
individual only rumoured and never spotted. We can infor
you that the legends of the perfect Diving Officer are true as we happen to have one in our club.
Caitroina Mtean put an immense amount into the club this year and we can thank her for the

smoah running of it.

Training Officer z Justine Cavanagh
Justine Cavanagh is our training offisno looks after all club training to:w-v
ensure a uniform system and standard is maintained. She has tirelessly r
sure that our clubs untarnished reputation fareating fantastic divers
remains unchbenged. As our club is blessed with very experienc
instructors in various facets of diving she has had no shortage of course

run. She also makes cakes; we like Justine.

Equipment Officer z Muriel Gallagher
The club kit this year has been through the ringer with two new enging
new gas blending panel as well as general club maintenance one
expect the job of equipment officer would be a full time one. Our presd
equipment officer, Muriel Gallagher hgmit an inhuman amount of effort
into the club despite the fact she is in the final year of her PhD. We sec

GKAY]l aKSQa | OhGdzZ tfte FNRY YNRLI?2
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Assistant Equipment Officer z Paul Hickey
What good is an equipment officer without a whipping boy? P«
Hickey has entirely embraced this subservient role in such a way
one can only question whether he is slightly masochistic. He has b
G ada2NASEtQa 6SO1 yR OFtft I ff

has a degree in pharmacy to finish. Italé& f LJa G KIF G0 KS

do some heavy lifting.

Membership Secretary z Stephen Collis

Our dive club is blessed with a large and dedicated membership s
ranging from all level of experience. To organize the masses we ha
Stephen Collis. His jab to promote the club with a particular emphasis o
current student membership. He also has to make sure trategade
members are on books and paid up, which is easier said than done.
the most tenacious offeoplewould be able to extract membershiponey
from some of our older member but hell hath no fury like that of a

membership secretary scorned.

Secretary z Chris Tauchen

Divers, like fish, hava three second memoryAs a result when the
entire committee can finally agree and pass a motion it needs to
documented. This documentatiome believe will have some historical =
importance in years to come as it proves that eight divers
sometimes put egos aside and get a club toction. Chris has had th

prestige of capturing these moments in history for posterity.

Entertainment Officer z Hillary Hughes
,2dz R2y Qi KIF @S G2 FAIAKG F2N &2
for you. This second year physiotherapy student timnized a variety |
of club activities thisyear not only to boost club morale but also t |
boost the club financesvhich after purchasing two new enginesgere

not in a good state. The club social have also been very success#

integrating the new memérs to the club.

13| Page
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Treasurer z Orla Keane
hNEF G221 GKAa LRaAGRAEEBE O S, D NJ T

plan. However she soon found out that there was not much mor

to be had and hence she had little power. Her job is to look after
clubfinat0Saz GKAAZ FY2y3a 20KSNJ &K
Yiy /2ttAaé G2 aKF1S R2sy YSY O
Sttt a GSFYAYy3 dzLldJ gAGK | Aff I
FdzZA £ gAGK LISGNRE NBOSALIia aks

Web Master z Stephen Park
In the world of twitter, facebook, UR and hypertext, Stephen Park i

king. He has the task of ensuring that information on the website

twitter and facebook. Once he used taite bitingly sarcastic character .= -
assassinations of his fellow committee members, but now he fears

mellowing

Ordinary Member z* ET /#1111 Al 1
Our farfrom-2 NRAY I NB YSY0OSNJ WAY hQ
K26 2y GKS NEBF R -Hasd manStakifigion Bl

[estN
A
(V)

the tasks the rest of the committee forgets about or avoid

Despite moving over to the dark side (UCD) Jim has stayed !
‘&

DUSAC and coordinated this application. He also runs a mean

yard dashg backwards with fins on.
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Inform ation T

DUSAC websites Commdtee Mailing list Club history Constituion Sponsors TCD map Public talks

BSAC@ NOVICE TRIP - FEB 26th TO MARCH 6th!

Upcoming events
Sat5Feb

. D for dvers
Th e CI u b we bS |te - d usac.o rg . Winter training is almost over, and this year's Novice Trip is fast * Dtver Caxn exaisiviations,
. . approaching.
Username or e-mail: * ———— 1 Mon7Feb
[ Our Novice Trip information pack (loggel SPOrts Diver lecture ST4: | e
all the information you'll need. {oswuovo [ peofiasion ptos)
Fnssieent: Some of this is culled from our Kilkieran Bay dive guide and o+ ONeills
Novice Trip page, 50 you can have a look there too. SRR

et Let Caitriona know which dates you can go, and watch out on (Mo Worksho for Sox

A the club mailing kist for updates. Woohoo! Sat12 Feb - Sun 13 Feb

Over the last three years, our website has e £ Sl

o Using this site DUSAC is one of the longest established and most active diving dubs in * SO lecture STS
g events ..
o Ste map ireland. more event 5.3
een brought up to date and made fully - Basedin Ty Colage, we e thoughact theyearnDubin By, al arcund 2
+ Calery: : Ireland, and abroad. To see why, dick here, or have a look at our dive guide
d gallery. o
o Recent posts Sy Today's tides
As an award-winning branch of the British Sub-Aqua Club (BSAC), we can give Dublin, 3rd Feb 2011:
05:15

interactive. The site is aimed at divers in - you 2 the skdls you need for seuba diving, and qualifcations that are

recognised worldwide.

fe] n u ﬁ we're also a large, friendly & socable club with a great mix of people and a

the club, at people thinking of joining, and ™" "““
L 1 Join us! 4
Thanks to our sponsors We're open to all TCD
pucac students (both

at the general Irish diving community. rsetossmamnay | Umieodte md

postgraduate), staff and

ﬂ% graduates.

You can find how to join here,
CATHX and read about leaning to

For theclub, the site has full details of all

DUSAC tides page

Weather
Met Eireann marine forecast
UK Met Office marine fcast
ShippingCast tweets:
03/02/1112:00
o Fastnet
o Irish Sea
o Shannon

From the gallery (decoding info)

UK Met Office FAX charts
Magic Seaweed wind fcast
DUSAC weather page

upcoming diving, training and social events.

News Recent blog posts

« Nov 2th: Lecture and Pool o Sale - Mevagh Dive Centre
cancelled due to adverse weather By: Muriel 16/11/2010
By: Justine Cavanagh 29/11/2010 o The first of winter

It also has extensive sections on Our in

* DUSAC 2011 calendar: photo By: Laura Nolan 04/11/2010 Other links
vote! * Log-ins made easier AA route planner
By: webmaster 03/11/2010 By: webmaster 03/11/2010
11 H * Race Night - Club Fundraiser  Crossover Trip - October Bank
house BSAC training, on club equipment,
* DUSAC in the news By: Laura Nolan 28/10/2010
By: Laura Nolan 28/09/2010 * On your marks!
H H H H * Subs - renewals due By: hilaryh 17/10/2010
and on dive organising in our branch. B e IO+ Gand e
* Freshers’ week events By: Laura Nolan 13/10/2010
By: webmaster 20/09/2010 * Income sixpence, expenditure
By: Justine Cavanagh 06/09/2010 sixpence,...
* BBQ Thanks By: Laura Nolan 06/10/2010
By: Laura Nolan 06/09/2010 * Transom improvements, episode

more news stories A
By: Muriel 01/10/2010

more blog posts

Search this site: Main site RSS feed: E)

A’ Dublin University Sub Aqua Club

9 | Dive Guide

@BSAC,@ Dive Guide
AT i doco torm | ve g | dve it | g For potential new divers, the site

The DUSAC dive guide is where you'll find details of all the sites we dive in Ireland.
Username or e-mail: *
[ Dive guide location map:

Cik o » e sk 0 et s e 35 kot dve e . . explains our se of the BSAC training
oy

Password: *
[

programme and how qualified divers

© Request new password

This site

o Using this site

can cross over into the BSAC system. It

o Site map

o E-mail webmaster
» Gallery

o Recent posts

gives an idea of what there is to see

diving in Ireland, and covers costs and

Other DUSAC pages

w86 o
what we do to minimise thent very
Thanks to our sponsors

important for students in these times.

TCD Association & Trust

fogiba

E"TC'X For the wider diving community, we
From the galery have pages on all the places we Vvisit

around Ireland, listing travel details,

About the guide

accommodation, dive sites and more.

The guide is intended as a resource for anyone organising a scuba-diving trip in Ireland, particularly for members
of DUSAC. The guide has a wealth of information on dive sites, dive operators, boat launching, accommodation
and more.

Hopefully this uide il encourage clb members to organise trips of their own. If you orgarise a tri, please We've also got sections on lIrish tides

update the dive guide afterwards. To get started, have a look at the page on writing your own dive guide.

and weather, details of public talks and

o Achill Island
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events, and a gallery showinggtos from club trips.

We've opened up the site to editing by all club members to help ensure it's up to date and full of
useful information, and we've made it easy for anyone to get in touch with the branch committee

through the site.

Other club web res ources:
We also maintain a club page on Facebook, and a Twitter feed wherenalstories on the club site

are announced. Our mailing list @oogle Groups now has around 300 people, and is where we talk
about day to day club business trip planning, taining announcements, gedor sale, fish

identification, new babies and much more.
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Diver Training

The training season kicks off in October when we take in new trainees and crossovers. We start with
the Ocean diver training which runs through the wintirthe end of February and is followed by
sports diver, dive leader and advanced diver trainirig! 8evelopment courses run throughout the

year.Details of classroom and water training are outlined in the following sections.

Trainee pool sessions

Pool sessions took place on Monday evenings in2bma state of the art pooat the Trinity Sports
Centie from late September until Februar§he pool floor in the deep end is deeper than usual
which is ideal for diving instructiofihe sports centre kindly clears out the pool of other users and
allows us use of the pool for a two hour slot between eight tendin the evening. Thanks to our
good relationship with DUCAC we are also permitted to store most of our pool session gear in a
room at the back of the pool greatly easing the logistics nightmare that used to unfold before the

pool was built.

Before thefirst trainee pool session we ran a {aydive session to help recruit new members. As this

is always very popular and sometimes oversubscribed we ran a ticketing system in 2010 giving
priority to those who attended our club welcome night. The next posesim was for our first intake

of crossovers so that we could get them up to speed as soon as possible and allow them to take part
in any diving trips straight away. After this the trainee pool sessions started. As we take on up to 32
new trainees each yeave split the group in two groups and each group had a pool session each
fortnight. The ocean diver pool lessons were followed directly by the sports diver pool lessons and

then we ran a second crossover pool session for our second intake of crossovers.

Theory lessons

¢CKFyla G2 o0SAy3a || dzyA@SNaAAGE Ofdo 6S KIF @S SEOST
pool. The trainees started their training with the Ocean Diver theory lessons every Monday evening
before the pool sessions. These ran omitiie Sports Diver theory lessons which any OD crossovers

also attended.

Advanced training

The DL and AD lectures were run later in the season.
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Annual training trip

The annual training trip was run in Kilkieran BayMarch. This year was the first yedhnat the
university brought in semesterisation which meant we had no flexibility in selecting the week for our
training trip. There is a reading week set for students and we had to use this week. Luckily as many
departments were not all that in favour ofis new changeli KS aGdzZRSy aQ 62N] 21
light, meaning most trainees were still able to make it down for the week. However, even despite
the worst tides in a decade and some mud wrestling on one particularly low tide the trip was a great
sucess. This trip is not only important in terms of getting the trainees out in the water for the first
time and getting theiopen water assessments completed (which most of them Mdja@aicrucial

for helping the new members integrate into the club and get to know everyone. We find that those
that gel during this training week tend to be the ones that stick around in the club and continue to

advance their diving for many many yearstame.

Crossover trip
The crossover trip to Killary was specifically planned withnew crossovers in mind to get them

out diving and integrated into the clubull details can be found in the Diving section of this report

Skill Development Courses Run

Boat handling ¢ the boat handling course is by far the most popular course in the club. In fact may
novices ask specificalhow canthey get to drive the boatHowever due to the lack of space on the
boats this places on this coursge very limited. Thigear it was run using facilities in Dun Laoghaire
Yacht Club which was hands it was close to where the boats were moored. We are very lucky in
this club to have such dedicated boat handling instructeosneof whom offered their own private

boats forthe course to increase numbers. In all 10 assistant boat handlers were qualified.

Search and Recovery ¢ This cousewas runby long time member Andrew Thomsodh.was quite
populare with the older members of the club as provided useful skills for TechgDiMany

members joined this course as a way to add to their diving repertoire.

Nitrox Blending ¢ With the introduction of the nitrox blending panel to the clabupled with the
obvious benefits of nitroxthere has been a huge push for club members toventowards nitrox
diving Nitrox divers are encouraged to take the blending course as it not only enhances what
0KS2 Q@S tSIFNYSR Ay LINB@A2dza t SOGdz2NBa& odzi Ftaz |-
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this club to have a readily supply of oxygemd a gas mixing panel as well as enthusiastic blending

instructors.

Accelerated decompression procedures ¢ This course was run in anticipation of a club trip to
Scapa Flow due to occur in 2011. It was only open to advanced Sports Divers andaatiove

preference was given to those on the Scapa Flow trip.

VHF (in-house course) ¢ This course was run in house to keep costs down, but despite the fact
that no qualification was given it was very well attended with over 25 members turning up for the
lecture. It was mainly seen as a way to refresh skills learned on the boat handling course asavell as

provide new information on the working of VHF radios.

REC 2 First aid coursei During a blustery weekend in November, a First Aid course was held for a
verykeen group of divers ranging from newlTgecdurs@vi cesd
was well attended and all passed. Not only was did the course allow us the opportunity to update and

increase our skills; but also for the chance for members to tie up their fellow divers in bandages!

Diver Qualifications gained

1AD

5 Dive leaders

4 Sports Divers

12 Ocean divers

79 theory tests taken for all
grades

12
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Instructor training
During 2010 eight students completed the Instructor Foundation Course and two completed the
Open water Instructor Course. Three students successfully passdtigbey instructor exam and

five passed the practical instructor exainadvanced instructor theory exawas also taken

Equipment

One of the great strengths of DUSAC is the equiprttettmembers can access. As a student club,

we are constantly trying t&eep costs down. Free use of full diving equipment allows us to dive
when it just would not be financially possible otherwise. Built up over many years, DUSAC has a

store of equipment that is the envy of dive clubs all over Ireland.

There are two comnee members who are in charge of looking after all the equipment, and
ensuring that everything is serviced at appropriate intervals. These members are the Equipment
Officer and Assistant Equipment Officer, and are appointed at the AGM. The EO traassititent

during the year, and the following year the assistant becomes EO. In this way, continuity is ensured
and essential knowledge is retained from year to year. In addition to this, all club members are
regularly asked to help out. There are johstable for everyone, from the newest member to the
most experienced. This system spreads the workload, and encourages every member to learn about

the importance of properly maintained equipment.

Boat engines:

At the beginning of the 2010 diving seasawe found ourselves in the unfortunate position of
needing two new boat engines. DUSAC has two RIBs; one of the engines was suffering from old age,
and unfortunately the other, although new was suffering from recurrent electrical problems. The
club has a avings plan in place where each year an amount is put away towards future large
purchases. We also needed to do extensive fraiding to supplement this, and applied for grants

from Trinity College Trust. Sufficient funds were raised to replace botinesgan enormous

achievement! Both engines are working well, and should see us through for many years.
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Nitrox:

DUSAC has had equipment for parpatssure blending of Nitrox and Trimix for many years. A
disadvantage of this system is that it requirspecific training and can be time consuming. As a
consequence, it is not as widely used as it coulddspecially considering that all divers trained in

the BSAC system for the past number of years are now qualified to dive with.Nitrox

Nitrox bringsgreat benefits to divers, both in regards to safety and ability to enjoy longer dives. It
became a goal of the club to promote the use of nitrox. We needed to make it easy to dive nitrox

and we needed to make it rewarding.

In order to make access to Nittanore straightforward, the club purchased a Nitrox blending panel.
This is permanently connected to our electric compressor, and can be used to easily blend mixes up
to 40% oxygen. Of course, it can be difficult to get people to adapt to a new systermitzadty it

was difficult to persuade people to make the small extra effort to use Nitrox when they were used to

the simplicity of air fills!

To address this, we embarked on an intensive training drive. All existing gas blenders were invited to
attend a refresher workshop where they were shown how to use the system. The BSAC gas blending
course was also run, and several new blenders were trained up at the sameatimeell as some

new gas blending instructors.
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Pricing systems for nitrox fills were aladjusted to make it simpler the old system of paying per
litre of oxygen was replaced with a flat fee per, filhereas before blenders had to calculate how

many litres of gas were used

As a final incentive, we turned to the classic student motivaidree booze! Our regular pub
donated a keg of beer, and members were entitled to a free pint after completing their first two
nitrox dives. This offer coincided with the start of the diving season, and certainly got us all chatting

about nitrox!

Whenorganising dives, the Diving Officer began to recommend a nitrox mix for the dive in order to

encourage divers to show up with the same blends.

h@dSNI ff3s GKSaAaS YSIadaNBa INBIGfe AyONBl &ABe (KS
heightof the diving season the club was using a full J cylinder of oxygen everyAveeksequence
of the increased use of nitrox meant we had to consider what gas was in our club tanks. Was there a
risk of someone accidentally getting nitrox when they thoughvas air? We did not want to take

any chances with safety, so two measures were introduced to account for this.

dzz

1. man 2F GKS Ofdzo Gl yl14da 6SNB f10SttSR WYyAGNREQX

2. A new rule was introduced where every fill must bealgsed on a club dive, regardless of
whether air or nitrox is in use. This gets people thinking about what gas they are using, and
prevents the possibility of tank mixps. To facilitate this rule, twoew oxygen analysers
(complete with sturdy yellow box?) were purchased for use on club trjdsinging the

number of analysers available to 5

Equipment List

Basic SCUBA equipment:
e Regulators: 31 regulatorg Apeks and Scubapro
e Pony Regulators: 4Apeks
e Cylinders: 3& Mostly 12L, some 10L, 1 x 15L anx 3L pony bottles.
e BCDs: 3§ ND Guardian and ScubapreéOhe
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club member for club dives. There is a sigrt system
to allow booking in advance for a particular dive, ar®
also to keep track of whereverything is. Many club
members choose to buy their own gear after a year
so in the club, but use of the club gear allo
everybody time to make sure they will continue witls
diving before making a big investment. The po =
bottles are used by Sportsv@rs who are beginning tof
extend their depth range and use redundant breathirg

gas supplies.

"ACETTAOGO0 ' AAOq
e Semidry suits: 20
e Masks: 20
e Fins: 20 pairs

e Booties: 20 pairs

A more recent addition to the club gear pile is a number of Sbgnisuits, maks, fins, and booties

for use by the newest members of the club, both in the pool and on the early training dives in the
sea. We take in approximately 30 trainees and 16 crossovers each year, but regrettably not
everyone chooses to stay active. Our dsnto ensure that anyone who joins DUSAC has the

opportunity to discover if diving is for them with the lowest possible initial cost.

Boats:
¢ RIBg Tornado 5.3m Rib with Yamaha 100hptrbke engine
e Humber-5.4m RIB with EvinrudetBc 115 engine

Demard is always high for DUSAC dive trips, and having two boats allows us to bring as many divers
as possible. From March to October the boats are moored in Dun Laoghaire harbour, to allow

evening dives to go out whenever the weather permits. The boats e tawed all over the
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country for weekend (or longer) trips. Towing is hard work and constantly in demand, so we have a
subsidy in place for towbar fitting, to increase the number of towers in the club and sweeten the

deal. Each boat is equipped with WHadio, Depth

Sounder and GPS, and both have Indespension traile

Compressors:

Mobile Compressors: x@Bauer Mariner

e Fixed Electric Compressefoltri Sub MCH6
e Box Trailer- Lynton Loadtrekker, used fo
carrying petrol compressors and sundriite
equipment to dive trip locations.

e Gas Blending Panel x 1

The electric compressor is a permanent fixture in club rooms, and is used for th majority of fills for
the pool and local dives. It can fill 4 bottles at one time, and is also connected to the gas blending
panel for optional Nitrox fills up to 40%. Paltpressure blending is also available for higher %

mixes. The mobile compressors run on petrol engines, and can be loaded into the small box trailer

for use on trips.

Air fills are free for paidip club members, while nitrox is available at cost price.

Other Miscellaneous equipment:
e Oxygen Administration Kits x 3: Allows one O2 kit per boat, plus one on shore at all times.
¢ Nitrox analyzers x 3: One for use in club rooms, one for taking on trips and one spare.
e Tool kits: Assorted tools and spares di@aling with any and all broken gear.
¢ Hand Held VHF: Used as a backup for the boat radios or to keep contact between boats and

shore cover.

24| Page



Dublin University SubAqua Club  Heinke Troph| 2010
Application

Diving Activities

2010 : The Year of Engine Trouble

At the start of June disaster struck DUSAC. Our trusty sgzamold Yamaha 100 engine died of old
age, and our newer EvinrudeTec engine, which had been plagued mysterious unfixable problems
degenerated to the point of being unusable. At the height of the diving season the club now had no

boats at all available.

We had funds to replace one engine, but not both. Arrangements were made to replace the
Yamaha, and attempts to repair the Evinrude continued with the help of the manufacturers in the
UK.

In the meantime, the club coped with the lack of boats &mddraised to replace the other engine,

in case it became necessary.

What does a diving club do when there's no boat available? Shore diving and chartering became our

staples to tide us over until the boats were back.

This began on the first trip when e¢hboats failed, in Valentia on the June bank holiday weekend.
Initially in desperation, frustrated divers went in at the pier in the harbour at Knightstown. We
expected an expanse of muddy sand but instead we found every crevice of the harbour wall home to
marine animals. There's more life there than you can imagilodsters, congers, pipefish, flatfish,
literally thousands of squat lobsters everywhere you look. It may be one of the greatest wildlife
dives in the British Islesall thanks to the local $hermen dumping fish heads and guts off the pier.
We also managed to charter a fishing boat at very short notice to take us diving offshore. The
skipper remarked that he hadn't taken divers out in twenty yearge hope that we left a better

impression tha his previous customers had!

Closer to home the Outfall, a shore diving spot in south Dublin, became a favourite. Despite a
modest depth of 12m or so it is home to an awful lot of life if you look closely, including enormous
pipefish, delicate nudibranah and large spider crabs. Night dives and lessons in rescue skills were

conducted in the shallow Sandycove harbour. Weekends saw expeditions to shore dive the wreck of
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the Alastor in Strangford Lough, a site more often dived by DUSAC in the winter bytrmase

pleasant in summer.

Mariana was back in service in July, but fundraising efforts continued all year. In the summer we ran
a sponsored fin swim with the proceeds split between DUSAC and the RNLI. A new line of club
clothing was designed by a club member, with the intentiobath raising funds for the club and
raising our profile on the college campus. The club ran a successful Race Night event, MC'd by our
very own Membership Secretary, which was well attended by members, great fun, and raised
money. All profits from our anral Barbecue also went towards the cause. Finally, we obtained
sponsorship from a local dive shop in the form of a drysuit to give away in a draw, and this was the
biggest single source of funding. Almost every club member became involved in the fundraising

effort in some way either by donating, helping out with these events, or both.

By the end of the year we were finally ready to replace the ailing Evinrude engine in time for our

spring training trip in 2011.

Regular Dive Sites in Dublin Bay

Shore diving

Sandycove
Grade:Trainee
Depth: Up to 6 metres
When: High Water

RAGAYId ¢KAA aAdS Aa I GSNE aKSacicBd\sRiR anils(i S oA
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life this year it became a hot spot for night diving. Many divers got their first taste of night diving

with some being rewarded with digs of octopuses and cuttlefish.
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The Outfall (The Lady's Stairs)
Grade:Trainee

Depth: 10-12m

When: High water slack

CAOS YAydziSaQ 61Ff1 FNRY {lIyReoO2¢S A& ¢KS hdz
became quite popular this year. Its paarity was spear headed by a group of enthusiastic

novices and slacker sports diver as an ideal spot for diving during the long summer evenings.
Those who couldurned up early to enjoy the sun and sea. As it is a shore dive with parking

close by it becae a staple post work dive for some.

The dive itself is reached by a concrete walkway running out to sea. Finning out from here,
depths of 10 to 12 metres can be found. The site is quite exposed to cuardtso should be

dived on slack water only.

Instead of the sandy bottom found in SandycoVWie Outfall features some kelp which is often

covered in nudibranchs as well as broken rocks and crevices where crabs and lobsters hide.

Some divers have even seen congers lurking amongst the rocks.

Boat Diving

Muglins

Grade:Ocean Diver
Depth: 10- 25 metres
When: Slack 1.5 hrs before

HW, approx 1.25 hour beforef ==
or after LW
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Traditionally this is the most dived site in Dublin Bayl is definitelyour most dived site in
Dublin Bay. It is an oval roclibpout 250m long) just northeast of Dalkey Island. As with most
Dublin Bay sites, this site is subject to strong currents and best dived at slack water. If the
current is strong try and stay close to the rocks and stay shallow. However, just outsidatslack,
can make for a nice drift dive if the current is not too strong. The rock drops to about 25m and is
full of nooks and crannies containing sponges, anemones, crabs and lobsters (by the dozen),
conger eels, gunnels, dogfish, every kind of wrasse, bitagiolling and plenty of seals. At the
south end, deeper down, you can find anchors and other remains of shipwrecks. This fabulous
dive is often overlooked but offers some of the besting on the east coastook out for young

seals coming to play witthivers in late July/August in particular.

Dalkey Sound

Grade: Ocean Diver

Depth: 20 metres

When: Off slack/mididal range

Dalkey Sound, seen from Dalkey Island. Photo: DUSAC

Dalkey Sound is where most new ocean divers get their first taste aftadoke. This is often
exciting when dived on springs. This fast drift dive like all drift dives requires a SMB and is often

chosen as a dive site when diving on slack is not an option. The bottom is mostly sand but has
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the odd rocky outcrop. You'll sdets of crabs and dogfish, and in the summer the bottom is

often covered in a seething mass of brittlestars.

SS Guide Me 1l

Grade: Experienced Sports Diver

Depth: 33- 38 metres

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW

The Guide Me Il is a favourite @perienced sports divers, encrusted with life and only; 3D

min from Dun Laoghaire. Due to its depth it is for experienced sports divers who are
comfortable with a pony bottleonly. While there should be little differencbetween it and

diving the Leister, with them being in similar depthshis is not the case. Divers joke that the
DdzZARS aS A& Ay &a2YS &az2Nl 2F K2fS 0SOldzasS AdQa
condition and it has become a matter of pride amongst the boat handlersntbifithrough
triangulation and back up with GPS. Divers descend via shot line onto the upper deck and can
head off along the railings. The wreck is small enough that you can circumnavigate the whole
wreck along the railings to safely arrive back to thetdme without clocking up huge amounts

of deco. A really good torch and back up is a must for this dive. There are lobsters and crabs and
plenty of fish, with shoals of whiting and bib hovering around the wheelhouse, and many

congers- especially in thescour pit.

RMSLeinster
Grade: Experienced Sports Diver|

Depth: 33 metres

27
»

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hou® l‘i’i' kg ,_ﬁ rftr?‘!l ty S ik

before LW L,.. -rm;. (s s

Tepazasant i1
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The Leinster was one of a quartet of fast steamships named after Ireland's four provinces.
She wassunkby a German U boat just theeweeks after the end of the First World War.
This historic ship, like the Guide Me I, is a must for experienced sports divers. It is found
only a 40¢ 50 min journey from Dun Laoghaire hatlwdhowever due to the fact it is subject

to strong tidal currets and that lies in the path of the HSS car ferry it is a difficult dive to
plan. This dive is best dived on neap slacks. Liké&tie me 1, once dropped in via shot
line, divers can easily circumnavigate the wreck without running into deco. The bowsst
proud of the seabed, a little apart from the rest of the wreck, which is largely collapsed and
settling into the sands. When the visibility is good, there is plenty of marine life to see

shoals of fish, congers, etc. However, in poor visibilitystadce line is required.

HMS Vanguard

Grade: Dive Leader

Depth: 3250 metres

When: 1.5 hrs before HW, 1 hour before LW

The Vanguard is fantastic example of the Victorian age of invention. This iron clad battleship was
built at a time of great innovatioand experimentation in warship design. This remarkably intact
wreck lies shallow enough for experienced air divers and has been a perpetual favourite
amongst the dive leaders in our club. As tales of the Guide Me Il motivate ocean divers to
progress alonghe ranks to sports diver, tales of the Vanguard motivate even the laziest sports
diver. All in all, we're very lucky to have her on our doorstep. As with the Guide Me there are
other wrecks of similar depth and condition but there is a huge differencevéen them and

this wreck. Stories of this wreck are told around the bar on a Monday night as all the junior
divers conjure up images of what it must be like, images of the Titanic looming out of the gloom
as you approach it are not uncommon.

Despite its ppularity it is never dived in a blasé fashion. There are many open hatches and
holes and visibility can be very challenging. It requires a lot of planning and must be dived on
slack peripherally on neaps. Best visibility is on low water, just coming afisn@s this ship is

over a hundred years old it is protected under the National Monuments (Amendment) Acts
1987 and 1994, meaning you need a license from the National Monuments Service to dive them.

The Vanguard, though, is a superb dive and well worghetfiort.
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Further afield

M.Y. Alastor, Ringhaddy Sound, Strangford Lough.

Grade:Ocean Diver
Depth:20 metres
When:Bestlhr and a half 2hrs after Belfast HW/LW.
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favorite day trip and is usually the first dive ocean divers manage to organize. The Alastor itself was a
luxury diesel yacht which was converted intatransport vessel during the Second World War.
Surviving the war it sank under suspicious circumstances in 1946 while at Ringhaddy pier for
repainting. It currently lies at 20 meter and is reachable by shore diving from Ringhaddy pier. To
reach the wreck irers drop in at the edge of the pier and follow a cable out to the port side of the
stern. The finning takes seven to ten minutes to reach the wreck, along the way one can see prawns
nestled in old tractor tires, plenty of scallops, and even the odd figke On arrival one finds the
wreck remarkably intact. There is a covered walk way which many people swim through and in one
of the rooms the bath is visible. In the steam funnel, which is still erect, without fail one can find two
conger eels. The wredbeing 43m long can be circumnavigated and finned back to shore by divers
who have low air consumption however many opt to spend as much time on the wreck as possible

and instead fin back on the surface.

The Novice Trip z Kilkieran Bay, Galway

This is bydr the biggest and most fun trip of the yea
with over 60 divers taking over thirteen cottages in
holiday home estate in Galway. Older club membe
plan their holiday time around this trip. Tales of fu
and craic that are had on this trip are told dowmet
pub and at the fresher ahds to entice newnembers
and enhance enthusiasin the club.Undertaking a trip
of this magnitude is by no means an easy feat. Mon
of planning goes into organizing it even though ov
the years a PhD thesis sized doamnh has been

amassed giving cler hints and information on how
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best to streamline and run the trip.

Luckily despite the amount of work involve
in the trip there is a long line of member
both new and old, who want to volunteer,
Club members donate kit fadhe weekend so
as to increase the maximum capacity of t
trip, bottles, BCDs, wet suits and even twi
ribs are donated for the trip effortAs with 'I" A
most trips car pooling is organized, however on this trip the majority of the gear is carried in a van
that is rented out for the occasion. As a result there is room for three people to be in each car. We
specifically match new members with older so people will get to know each other better. Petrol

receipts are taken from the drivers and reimbursements are gatehe end of the trip.

On this trip feeding an army of divers requires an army of cooks. Every year an over enthusiastic

aLI2NI&a RAGSNI 2NHIFyAT Sa (GKS F22R F¥2N) iKS gSS1o ¢

the trip as well asll the caering supplies. It is by no means an easy task. They then organize it so
everyone on the trip below a DL must cook breakfast and dinner at least once. A huge portion of the
food is bought locally, we feel it is our way of giving back to the area thatdraed us so well over

the years.
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job but someone has to do it. This is a great way for older members to get to know the novices as
this will be theirfirst trip. A special effort is made to go to both local pubs, we warn them in advance
so extra food and supplies are made availablee Ents officer has her hands full organizing different
events each nightOn the first dinner when people arrive in Kélkan the Ents officer sets up the
murder mystery game. This game is a bit like marmite with some avid supporters and some people

without a proper sense of fun. In this game a person at random is chosen the murderer. The

~
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deaths allowed). After dinner people are allowed accuse people of being the murderer. Should he
survivethe trip without getting caught he wins. There are prizes for the winner and prizes for the
most elaborately staged death. Normally at the start of the week people are not convinced but most
people really get into the spirit once a few good deaths havaioed. On the Thursday of the trip

2yS Ay GKS 32tF Ofdzo o6FNJ 2F GKS Yzad al ONBR
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more prestigious than that silly trip down the

Thames our boat race involves 5 teams: Novict

Crossovers, Sports Divers, Dive Leade

team of five mushave at least two girls and the
rules are enforced bycé Maidens who will pour
a glass of ice down cheaters trousers. The fi
team to down five pints one after the other wing
and is awarded the coveted Michael Keating

Trophy donated by the illustrious Michael Keatimgo has just finished his 2ovice tip. On the

Friday of the trip the cocktail party is organized which takes place in the holiday homes. Glow sticks,
body paint and large speakers are brought out for this party. It is by far the best party of the trip

with a delayed start to diving the nextorning it is always a fun time.

The whole point of the novice trip not just getting to know the new members of the club but rather
IAGAYI GKSY | OKFOS G2 LINI Olth ©ah ther $he gricticdllifess G KSe@
ofatripthat2y S OFy Qi GSFOK Ay | L2t &adzOK & g2N]AY
motivating ones buddy. Sports divers write up and marshal the dives, this gives them essential
experience and frees up the Dive Leaders and Advanced Divers to be budti¢iseniovices. The
y2@0A0Sa 3SG +iG tSrad (62 RAGSiGnerRRokskiaddu &nd Byl &8 S EC

the end of the trip most are qualified Ocean Divers or are only a few assesments off.

Inish boffin (10 th z 17th July)

One of the majotrips this year was the
weeklong trip tolnishbofin an island
off Galway Eoin Kearney, who started

this year as a novice, organized thiga
trip. We charted a boathrough John f-'/‘ ‘
McCabe of Islands &t I & A (G Q 4k
difficult to get aclub boat there. He =

was an amazing skippavho brought
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us to whatever site we wanted and to other

amazing new gs the club had never been to.

We had 15 dives that week including twawe
inspiringnight dives during one of whicha lobster

was spottedrunning with a crab inits mouth.

There wee other amazing scenic dives with dive :
hovering beside a wall at 35m looking down int&s

the abyss of past 50m.

The highlight of the tridor me was the last dive. ¢
We were dropped in ands| made my decent my =
buddy stopped above meo equalise her ears .
while waiting | saw a hole that looked like a burroy # A . 1 -
5m away in the sand and went over to it. When | reachedthe whole I saw what looked like a flat fish
initially though | knew there was something odd about it. | signalled to my yotldome have a

look she came closer to me but couldn't see what | was looking at so | pointed it out again, she saw it
and was about to dismiss it as a flat fish but then a tentacle appeared and slowly tentacle by tentacle
an it made its way out, it toolround two minutes before it was fully out an octopus. It seemed to
just stare at us for a while as curious about us as we were of it, until other divers approached at it
fled from the beam of one of their torches. We followed it for a bit watching thezng way it

swam through the water until it shot some ink and we decided to leave it in order not to stress the
creature. On the same dive shortly after seeing the octopus | saw a Thayaback Ray take off

from the sand and flap its way through the watnd later an aged monster crayfish and a conger
eel. Even if the dive had ended straight after seeing the octopus it would have been my best dive
yet! But to have seen both an octopus and a ray on the one dive made it one | will probably never

beat.

Crossover Trip to Killary Harbor (22 nd z 25t October)

Each autumn DUSAC runs its second largest training
the year, during which we bring our new crossover mem
(those who already hold a diving qualification) awa

introduce them to Irish divingThis year we went to Killary
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north-west Co. Galway. Killary is Ireland's only fjord and is extremely sheltered from wind,
making it a very suitable place to dive at this time of the year when weather can be
unpredictable. The trip was earganised byPaul Hickey, our assistant Equipments

Officer/Safety Officer and Eoin Kearney.

We brought over 30 divers, including six new crossovers (Shannon, Sean, Chris, Mary, Lydia
and Ruth). We all stayed in the Killary Adventure Centre, a large hostel just ootdioe
village of Leenaun. We all arrived after dark on Friday evening but got up bright and early at

8am for breakfast and spectacular views of the sun rising over the mountains.

- First order of the day was to drive to the slip and launch the

boats. Onthe trip was our club boat Mariana and two of our

®= — Once all three boats were in safely instructors set about
' briefing the new club members and we set out to dive. Due
to the number of divers on the trigsix waves ran during the
day to get everybody out for two dives. Despite some rain showensditions were good
and everybody enjoyed themselves. Around lunchtime the UCBagquhk club, who were
also down for the weekend, arrived and did some shorendiviTheir compressors had

broken down but we had extra compressor capacity so they were able to use ours.

Before sunset we moored the boats, packed the compressors uRgand..

returned to the hostel for dinner. After dinner, the really important par
the trip began- people started to get into their fancy dress costumes for
night out in Leenaun. We had some very impressive efforts, as did

Everyone was ready in time for the bus and we all headed down togeth

3B|Page
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Some might say that diving has ncemlent of competition but anyone in Leenaun at
12:30am last Sunday morning knows different. John McManus led us all in rousing song as
we staged the annual boat race with two teams of seven each from UCD and DUSAC (five

men and two women per team). As withst year DUSAC led from the start with Laura
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Mulhair's strong performance and finished with a commanding lead.

Sunday dawned with a cloudless sky, cold and without a breath of wind. Driving to the slip
was almost like being in the Alps. Again we divedi@jl in waves, and we ran some rescue

skills lessons. On Sunday and Monday Daniel Scmdtdiamh McDermott completed SD
rescue skills lessons, Orla Keane her Dive Leader rescue skills lesson and Laura Mulhair
finished her Advanced Diver rescue skillss;n. Numerous other skills lessons were
conducted in shotline recovery, surface rescue skills and distance line skills, making it a very

successful training trip

On Monday, the final day of the trip, the wind had risen to close to gale force, but we were
able to dive regardless because of the sheltered nature of the site. Diving was finished by
3pm, the boats were retrieved, and we set off back to Dublin, tiredsaity but happy. The
crossover trip is normally DUSAC's last proper trip away of the year, other than occasional

day trips. This trip was a great end to the 2010 diving season. Well done everyone.
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New Years trip Kilkieran Bay, Leitirmor, Galway (28 t Decz 3 Jan)

This was our first trip of the year and by far the coldest with water temperatures of as low as 5°C this
was one only for the hardy dry suit divers who were too impatient to wait for the full diving season
to start. We dove in the samegie as the novice trip as a result a variety of sheltered, low stress,

dive sites were available. As Topknot as mentioned earlier was out of action only one boat was taken

Easter Trip, Lough Hyne, Cork, (314 z 6t April)

hyS 2% LNBf I y Ri@parks &g wovld asdupiSthaptiist wuld be a regular club trip,
however, it took a new ocean diver, with an inhuman level of enthusiasm, to finally organize a trip to

this spectacular sight. Lough Hyne is mostly cut off from the sea bar a small chanetesult the

wildlife has evolved to live in brackish water. Its protected status as a wild life park has allowed life

G2 Ft2dz2NAaK FyR INRBg¢g G2 3IAILYGAO fS@Sta LI NIAO
G ¢ KdzZNERF &8¢ ¢ KA OKnthelLddigh fobdved 90 ydais.4 A RS y

Achill Island, Mayo (1 stz 3rd May)

Despite the upcoming University exams we headed off to Achill Island for the May Bank holiday
weekend. Achill is home to Bills Rock, one of the most famous dive sites in Ireland dout als
notoriously difficult to dive due to their exposed nature. We dived with Joe Carey of the Achill Dive
Centre. While we were treated to three days of glorious sunshine (a rarity on the West Coast of
Ireland) the weather conditions were not conducivediving Bills Rock. Despite that we still had
some beautiful dives around Inishgalloon Island and even managed a hike through a deserted village

and down to the beach.

308 *TETB860 ol Ez2BHAMap)i T ACAI h | ¢p

Normally stress free showdiving, this tip has become a staple in the club that has grown in
popularity over the years. As it was the first dive of the summer months a heroic forty four people
came on the trip. The fantastic trip organizer managed to find four separate types of

accommodation toallow such numbers. The most common dive is a wall covered in jewelled
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anemones which is fantastic but for those that dive it year in year out it seldom throws up surprises,

however this year was truly exceptional as basking sharks were spotted.

Valentia, Kerry, (4 th z 9th June)

Sometimes everything goes against you. And this trip was definitely one of those times. Valentia
island off Kerry is by no means easy to get to but it usually well worth the long drive. With the
Skelligs, UNESCO world heggamonastic islands, close enough to dive off and some of the dive
sites being featured in National Geographic one can usually expect top class diving. We did get one
amazing dive out on the Skelligs, and almost ran over a basking shark on the way tweesek]

this year one of the two boats on the trip, Topknot, had major engine trouble. It required a tow back
to the harbour and was out of action for the rest of the trip. To ensure that everyone got some
diving the dive plan was changed to close in dj\iim Valentia harbour. Thankfully the exquisitely

tasty Valentia Island Farmhouse Ice cream cheered us up.
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Blasket Islands, Kerry (4 th z 7th June)

This was set up as an alternative trip for those unlucky enough to miss out on the Vaipntistoo

was based in Kerry but it was based on the Dingle peninsula. As both of the boats were in Valentia a
chartered boats was hired. Each day we left Dingle harbour to dive and were followed out of the
harbour by the resident bottle nose dolphimurtgi. Once at the Blasket Islands, one of which was
owned by the notoriously corrupt Taoiseach Charlie Haughy, we were treated to the second sighting

of basking sharks of the season. It truly was a fantastic trip and my personal favourite of the year.
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Fethard, Wexford, (23 rd z 25t July)

Diving sites around Hook Head offg

some of the best diving in Ireland. Onl
two hours away from Dublin it's easy tg
get to and all you need to worry about i
Slade Harbour and the tides! Luckily,
pure chance, theitles were perfect for
this weekend in July. The weather wa
pretty rough on Saturday morning so wg
went to 3 mile rock(15-35m). Shoals of
fish swam around us and there was a
amazing variety of life including plenty of brill and wrasse. Never having direehd Fethard
before | didn't realise this was to be the least interesting of the dives! We attempted to find the
wreck, The Minesweeper, which lies in roughly 20m of water. The first buddy pair found it and the
second pair (which included me!) got dragap practically on it. There was a bit of silt kicked up
which made it hard to see which may explain why | saw a very large conger lunging at my face. It
seems it was attracted by my torch and didn't realise | was not a tasty fish until the last minute.
There were numerous evil looking congers lurking under the wreck with plenty of bib flitting around.

In the boiler there are lots of little holes which housed tompot blenny after tompot blenny with a
squat lobster for variety every so often. The vidipivas fairly good and we were dead lucky to find

it. The wreck is surrounded by sand so it's not like you can go look at something else if you miss it.
The second day we headed out to the Girl Arleen, the weather was perfect and metli engine on

one of ourboats (it's first trip..) we practically flew out to it. The first buddy pair came up raving
about an octupus antiad plenty of phdographic evidence! The visibility was amazing, the life was
insane! There are so many bib swimming around there that yott sge your buddy sometimes,

even though they're a metre from you. Got a tour of the engine room with the toilet on the ceiling as
well. My buddy went mental pointing at the plainest fish I'd ever seen, turned out to be a cod and

then we saw the John Des! I'd never seen them before and they just aren't the same as in dive
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books. They're so slow and calm. They look
like ornaments rather than fish. No agius

on the nets for me though. | found it quite
ironic that all around the wreck are fishing
nets whch have nowbecome the home for
hundreds of fish but whose original
purpose was to catch them. The second
dive was similarly brilliant and | got another

chance to see the John Dories. The Girl

Arleen lies in roughly 28m of water. Our
accommodation was laly as well, it was someone's holiday home, rather than a complex of
cottages, but it fit 8 people and someone camped in the garden. It was a fantastically cheap trip as
well. It was a small trip which helped in terms of organisation but this year I'mveaireould bring

both boats down and have more people. This area is Sports Diver paradise.

Slieve League, Donegal , (30" July z 2nd August)

The Slieve League cliffs are amongst the highest sea cliffs in Europe, almost 600 metres high
and pretty spectacula There wagliving right the way along them, much suitable for ocean
divers, with caves for beginners, as well as a few forty metre -oftgp for more the
experienced divers. The water wasry clear and there's lots of life about. While it's a long

drive, the beautiful area and nearby ndidal sites make for a great trip.
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Lough Hyne Il , Cork ( 6th z 9th August)

Tales of the fantastic diving that was had in Lough Hjuméng the Easter trip spread around our
club like wild fire. As a result a second trip was organized by the same person, now a sports diver,
who organized the Easter trip. As was predicted fantastic diving was had, Breakfast and Thursday

made appearance welcome us back.

Doolin, Clare, (6t z 8th August)
Truly one of the most spectacular views in Irelamdf the Cliffs of Moher. From Doolin in Clare we
charted a rib to dive dfthese fantastic cliffs. It certainlywas an epic experience, however \&ae

needed to chart a boat it was more expensive than previous years.

Muckross Head, Donegal, (26th z 29th August)
{2 O0ft2asS (2 {04 WwW2Ky QaverldskadyTihis wiak theffirstkide the Mige$lubd A G S
visited this site. Spear headed lmpng time member Amanda Rhynehart this was a fun and

interesting trip. It will no doubt become a club favourite in the future.
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Stags of Broadhaven, Mayo, (27th z 29t August)

The Stags of Brodhaven of the coast of Mayo are Cathedral like pinnacles éhatulyr awe
inspiring. This is the second year running we have come to this dive site using the charter boat
company Dulra. The boat is owned by a marine biologist and run by an RNLI member and personally
is one of the most professional and knowledgealde® ¥ A ia L Q@S SGSNJI KI R (GKS
As it was a chartered hadfobat it was a very stress free weekend with lunches being spent on the
boat and brief trips across to the islands. As there was only a limited number of places on this trip it
filled up in a record of 3hrs when announced by email. Thoseg fegkwho managed to get on the

trip were not disappointed with lunch spent snorkelling with seals and spinner dolphins spotted on

the way out.

Baltimore, Cork , (17 th z 19t September)

Baltimore is a small village in West Cork and is one of the southiarst places in Ireland.
The diving here is among the best in Ireland and it is a regular club trip destination during

the summer months. Roaringwater Bay lies between Crookhaven to the We&adimchore
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to the SouthEast and includes the "Carlogrl00 Isles” and it is these islands that offer the
varied and sheltered diving which makes this area so attractive. It is also these islands that

also make for the many wrecks in the area.

Baltimore isan ideal base for diving the area. There are a variety of dive sites ranging from
shore dives for the absolute novice to demanding dives off the famous Fastnet Rock 12km

out to sea.

Clare Island (1 st z 3rd October)

This was the last trip of the year and was a trip into unknown territory. For his final AD assessment
{GSLKSYy alOadzZ tly 2NHIFYAT SR GKA& GNRLI G2 /I NB
cost of Mayo. Unfortunately weather forced a clggnin plangequiring a switchio Clew Bay. Clew

Bay provided a useful alternativas the strong south westerlieprevented us from reaching the
islands. The advicee received was that there are reefs off Old HeiadClew Baywhich are
"supposed" to be ite dives in 1A8m and there is a rock called the "perch" north east of Old Head
marked by a green buoy with depths down to 27m. In practice we explored several reefs which were
found to be mediocre and missed the "perch". As a result we drove to nedtasyKlarbour for the

second day of diving to salvage the trip

Scientific Expeditions zThe Great Mussel Hunt

At the end of August 2010 we were contacted by a former member of our club, Dr. Brian Quinn (now
of the Galway Mayo Institute of Technology)rdhigh the zoology department of our university. He

is supervising a PhD student who is carrying out a project investigating the purity of water in
different parts of the country through mussels. The mussels are kept in cages in the water column.
One of tle three cages in Dublin Bay had been untied accidentally by a Dublin Port worker. We were
more than happy to help out. We take every opportunity to help out our university as, although
these dives are never very scenic, they are always entertaining. drcéisie we had to go to the
control tower in Dublin Port to get clearance to do the 3m dive. The first time we tried we
discovered that our divers and cox were not sufficient personnel according to the rules of Dublin
Port. We returned a few days later withore people on board our RIB and got clearance to do the

dive. In a roaring current with terrible visibility two of us lowered ourselves down the stilts of a light
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house to collect the errant cage. Fortunately it had caught onto the other cages so ge#caird
NBIGGFOKAY3I AlG G2 GKS 20KSNJ Or3Sa ¢46la y20 | oA3

having a good laugh as they handed us cable tie after cable tie.

| later received a phoneall from the PhD student to get details of where we hadnid the cage as

there were ground dwelling fish in the cage which was not ideal as the study was specifically
designed for the water column. She did decide that the data was useable in the end however, so our
little expedition did help. We got plenty ohdio practice staying in touch with the control tower so
that we could safely cross the main channel into the port. It was a very interesting evening all told,

and best of all we got to help out the zoology department and one of our former members.

General Branch Activities

Branch Meetings

The majority of club announcements and club information is disseminated via the club mailing list.

As are result there are no general weekly club meetings. The majority of face to face club business,

such as paying for courses, takes place on a Mondayiinighy G KS € 20Ff Lldzo> hQ
2LII2AA0GS 2dzNJ Of dzo NR2Ya 2y OFYLza YR A& GKS Lz
committee usually meets on a Monday in Trinity and as a result the committee are always at the

pub. The Annual gemal meeting takes place in April, at this club meeting a new committee is

elected and any amendments our club constitution occur

Social & Fundraising

Along with diving, there is a great social aspect to the club.

Promoting the Club on Campus

Freshdda 6SS1 |4 GKS SyR 2F {SLIISYOSNJ 61 a | Fdzy
members of the club got up early each morning to bag a desirable spot in Front Square at Trinity and

set up the stand. Along with having a stand, we also showed off onardboats behind it. Flyers

and pens were given out to entice students to sign up. Hugh Barry put on a scuba kit and walked

around the square ushering bewildered students over to the stand to see what all this diving malarky
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gl & | 62dzi® CNIB suscEshlinhere weSpfoinoted khé club on campus and got a huge

interest from students; much more than our quota allowed for.

Along with the various events throughout the year, a new batch of club clothing was organised by
Hilary to promote the club aroundampus, raise funds for the club and keep our lovely divers warm
when out of semdrys and dry suits. A competition was held to design a new logo for the club to be
printed on hoodies and-shirts. Trevor Woods came up with the winning design and is npiece

2F ol f1AYy3 NI | NRdzyR OF YLIza® eomn ¢l a NFAaAaSR FN

New Members

To welcome new members into the club, we had a Welcome Night where the Diving Officer
Caitriona McLean gave a presentation on the activities of the club, andtraiaing and diving new

members would get to experience in the first year of their membership. After the talk, potential new
YSYOSNE ¢SNBE IAGSY | (G2dz2NJ 2F OfQlpob akPwrdsi YR 6 S ¢

Integrating New Members

Signup right - LILISY SR G KS 6SS1 ¥F2f f 24 AaidneC NénaeksSwd@a 2 S S
GNBFGSR (2 | @& pubaerwalisyvihereithéy got@obntedt felflow newbies andien

members of the club

Monday nights are seen as club nights where club members ot A Y Q pu@ m&ted beside
the college. Conversations of recent diving trips, diving equipment and gear, along with recent social
events (and everything else) take place here. It is a great way for new members to ask questions and

find out more dout diving and trips in an informal environment.

LY b2@SYOSNE ¢S KSfHavilibnstident ir fogusing Ksfeficallyyon el S
members. It allowechew traineesand crossoversto get to know each other and other members of

the club.
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Fundr aising Events

Our annual Fin Swim and Dalkey Island BBQ had to be cancelled due to atrocious weather at the

start of July.

We managed to get the Fin Swim happening later on in July. Eight brave finners managed to swim
the lkmalongDalkey 2 dzy R I YR a2YSK2¢ YIylI3aSR (G2 Sall LIS [ A?Z

raised for the club. 20% of the total amount was donated to the RNLI.

Dalkeylsland BBQ Take Il happened in early September. Unfortunately, the heavens opened on the
morning and the island was a soggy mess. Our Equipments Officer, Muriel Gallagher saved the day

by having a semi indoor BBQ at her own house nearby. Everybody lgaitfufood thanks to our

chefs on the day, Laura Nolan and Eoin Kearney. We headed on into Dublin City to dance off all the
OFt2NASaE ¢S 3ILTAYSRO® ¢KIFIyla G2 GKS 3ISySNpaadae 27
free sausages and burgers méian 1 KS Of dzo T dzy RNJ A At$hRend of DctobeF, N2 Y (i K
S KStR I whkOS bAIKG & | Fdzy RNF A&aSNJ F2NJ G4 KS Of
Jrft2LAY3I Ff2y3ar GKSNBE 6SNB || FSg VHRSDALKEQ NRE ©
R2gy (GKS KAffQ NIOS YR WYSYOSNHE 2F (KS Of dzo Qa ¢
AY FAyaQ NIOS 6SNB |ttt dzaSR G2 LXIFOS o0Sida 2yo !\
0SGQH empn gFa NIXIAASR 2y (K

ToFAYA&AK 2FF GKS @SIENE 68 KStR 2dzNJ / KNRA&adGYlFa LI N
the club, we had a raffle and prizes included a free Novice trip and a beautiful photographic print of

Skellig Rock taken by one of the members of the clais®. The winner of the free Novice trip,

I AFNYY {Y&dK gl & RSEAIKGISR 6AGK KAA LINAT S ¢KS N

As previously stated, club clothing raised over 300 euro for the club.
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Other social events

In May, we kicked off the new Ents officéf O OAECT AU EAOET C A TECEO 1 O¢
college. It doubled as goodbye drinks for two members of the club, Anna and lan, who were

going away travelling and also for one of our International members, Maureen, who was

returning to the US afer a year studying at Trinity College. It allowed newer members of the

club get acquainted with older members.

7A EAA A AET AT A TECEO 100 AO OEA OOAOO 1 & ! 06cC
viewed Piranha 3Dz which had some nice underwater d/iing shots.
G GKS SyR 2F hOiG20SNE 6S KSftR | ¢NRAyAdGe ¢NHzad

you to the members of the Trust. The Trinity Trust kindly donated money to help the club buy a new
engine for one of our boats, Mariana. \V\so celebrated our commendation from BSAC for our
Heinke Trophy application. We had drinks and finger food and headed on out into the city for some

dancing afterwards.

Publicity

Lecture Series

For the last two years DUSAC has hosted a series of talks on diving related topics. In 2009/2010
these were technical diving talks and they were very successful, but for the winter 2010/2011 talks

we decided to run the talks on topics of interest to redieaal divers.

It's much easier for DUSAC to run this sort of event than most diving clubs, as we are lucky enough
to have access to large lecture halls in the centre of a city, easily accessible by public transport.
Running these talks is a small seevige can perform for the Irish diving community. It's good for
DUSAC to help us form connections with other diving clubs t@e're very much on our own as a

BSAC club in Dublin so this is always a challenge for us.

We wanted more of the members of DUSW#Gttend the talks than had been the case the previous

year, and we wanted the events to be higher profile on the university camjfusiore students
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know about the club it makes it easier for us to recruit new members. We also wanted to use the
talks © help raise money for charity, and finally, to help raise funds for the club (2010 was an

expensive year with the club purchasing two new boat engines and a replacement boat trailer).

The talks thatwe ran included Nigel Motyer on biodiversity and undeater photography in early
November; Rory Golden on being part of expeditions to the wreck of the Titanic iNovieimber;
and Dr Tom Doyle on jellyfish in the Irish Sea (this was originally scheduled for early December but

was postponed to January due toet severe weather in December).

Inesd rd
“45N._Maxwell Theatre, Hamilton Building) TCD
Admission free - further info at www.quwc.ofg/talks

7
s 1 8
Nigel has been diving in Ireland for over twenty years and is internationally acclaimed as an
underwater photographer. His work has appeared in many publications, including N:
Geographi »

Plus-a chance to wina fantasticnews

Nigel Motyer's talk wowed the club with images of marine life from Dublin and other parts of Ireland
- some were shots of rare creatures such as sapsl some, such as a wonderful close up of a sea
anemone ingesting a particle of food were a new take on common sights. He also managed to cover

an enormous amount of information about the biology and behaviour of these creatures. Our new
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